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Under the influence of a Diva 


The proficiency in English language is the silent X-factor controlling social 
hierarchy in Common Wealth Countries like India. A natural offshoot of the 
multiplicity of native languages spoken in different parts of the country, the 
general ability to speak and write English is a great benefactor for Indians 
as far as global integration of economies is concerned. At the national and 
international levels, the bar of proficiency in English is upped a bit more. 
The niche class speaks entirely different English than those who have risen 
from the grass-root. Even top most bureaucrats, generally coming from a 
modest background, struggle to hold on against well bred English speaking 
elite. These smart middle aged people, both nationals and expatriates, spew 
technical jargons just at the drop of a hat, which is faithfully taken for a 
deep knowledge and understanding. 


The rise and fall of Niira Radia, a corporate and political lobbyist, is a case 
in point. Unknown to the common people, she appeared at the national 
center stage suddenly with the release of her tapped conversations with the 
who’s who of India’s decision makers. She was found in a variety of roles 
fixing appointments of ministers, portfolios, articles in national newspapers, 
distribution of 2G licenses etc. in close collusion with press and media. 


Kenya born and London educated, British Citizen of Indian origin, Niira 
has been behind the scene for about one and half decade. Her mystique 
persona is a matter of great interest as it shades light on the inner facets of 
Indian personality at work. The audio tapes containing her conversations 
with important people are in public domain and a subject of interested 
scruitiny. Leaving aside the legal interpretations of the conversations, the 
subtleties of behavioral gyration of the participants in the conversations 
bring out the dark side of Indian mindset. At the bottom of matter, there is a 
sense of outright submission to the perception of a superior personality, 
which is conditioned by the purity of English bred etiquette of foreign 
origin. 


She has been ruthlessly ambitious having extraordinary capacity to 
brainwash her targets to commit very high value transactions. A.Raja, Ex - 
Telecom Minister, committed distribution of 2G spectrum, which is 
estimated to have caused loss of more than 30 billion dollars to the 


exchequer.Employing extraordinary due deligence of a business process, 
Niira Radia selected her powerful affiliations very carefully as if they were 
assets with certain intrinsic value tag. A. Raja, Ex — Telecom Minister were 
state level novices who had suddenly found himself at the center of a fast 
developing economy. Coming from humble background, he needed 
someone who could see him through international lobbying network. She 
was also sharp in playing on the ambitions and insecurities of kith and kin 
of powerful politicians like Karunanidhi, Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. She 
relentlessely pursued the interests of Karunanidhis's daughter amid other 
family members for her position in national coalition Government. 


Leveraging her insight of the working of Indian Government, she could 
easily outclass the mediocrity of deshi (native) bred knowledge and 
analytical skill. Indian bureaucrats and technocrats had hardly any choice 
but to toe her line because of the superiority of a Diva having better 
information, understanding and articulation. The heads rolled who raised 
voice against her. The tappings of her phones was actually ordered not by 
these Ministries but by the Income tax department which was suspicious of 
her wealth and its source. There are as many as 5800 audio tapes related to 
Niira Radia, which has been handed over to Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) by Income Tax department. 


One additional thing that worked in the favor of Niira Radia was the fact 
that liberalization of economy in India was interpreted in a pure commercial 
context of international business. The policies, though given a name, are, as 
a matter of fact, directly imported. Neither the Government nor the industry 
cares about technological development and as such intricacies of business 
lies with the one having international exposure like Niira Radia. 


A senior editor of one of the most prestigious National English 
Newspapers, Vir Sanghvi is at the receiving end, when Niira administers the 
wisdom of social work, perspective of energy initiatives, delicacies of gas 
pricing, criticism of High Court decision and so on. Her knowledge, 
arguments and delivery of speech are impeccable and flawless. The editor, 
otherwise a well respected national personality, is a mere slave to his own 
deep seated weakness inherited from slavery of thousand years. He is 
virtually dictated to fashion his writing to favor her client. Even if, the 


arguments were valid, then also the manner it was delivered by the lobbyst 
abundantly made it clear that media needed a cleansing act sooner as tapes 
were under hot pursuit by public at large. 


Surprisingly, Niira Radia is in the control of the most of the tapped 
conversations, except the one involving Barkha Dutt, Group editor of a 
leading news TV channel. It is the only conversation where skill sets of two 
sides, including gender, are matched and discussions are held to find 
solution of the vexed problem of ministerial allocations at the center. As a 
matter of fact, many of the conversations are but the monologue of a Guru, 
which is delivered to the disciples enlightening them with a well 
orchestrated set of irrefutable facts and superior logical analysis. 


ve fear & atest 


UR Ge GH dee ea 8, afew Bet al aa we ai va afar cif 
Fecagul ater € - Sahat ast A Fgura. slefl aM areft fates arsrait cbt 
IAT H UH Geol TROT ae & feb soil oR BHR Sel Hr MAA eh IEA 
Bl AMA TO oy HT A VAT GAT & ST eh SLATE ch Teilset VLRO HT 
UAT 8. TS TRON 8 feb USS Bik SARIS AR OR sot F atst carer Fgura 
cht ORT Sle &. ATA APT feb Tera 4, Stretl GT Vey Stott axe cht siToTt 
Slot &. Tel aH cht ay Frepeane Ht, oT STs GR Ue Up AH USA S sarc 
&, atone HT H salt & ar fe Fel oe. Set Stet F ep rcht steataferat 
OT SAI Se cht SAHARA six fest St Aer oh) SAAT SIAR Tee STA 
SR AST HT WAT AAT Ha &. 


oa Gast F, ART fear, UT Up HMR sik wotifde asec &, Beet Bik 
Uc cht Gert Sally Ach Heel &. SA AMT & fery TAT BtgiT Vel, eA 
EAR WR SADT AF GTA AS A, TS SA GSI HS sifear cua secwte we 
SIMA SG UA SM. AR & Pole Penh do Urer Srhl Street GRR 
BATT ch Hea OR Veh Tes TORT Stora 8. Asal abt Prafepat, fears ar 
ICANT, WET SAAR Va 4 SATA eS feral GM ar 2 ait ASA Hes sie - 

SS fasal oe steht ect 8 as yRarait ay vararer Pratt sé aR area 


eal Fost AR cet 4 fafa, Areca set Ht fafeer aM, ART MAT Ss 
aa S Ue & thes vee Fifer, sa BIR UoMticsh & fer featfery 
(CHSISEC) HT HA HE vet of. HScagyT API & Ter Sach saree aret eT 
Udo & se FET AMT TS OFS S GA BH GAS Ve &. SADT VERA 
afhed ec at Galler & SR Sahl Sereda Ace eafercd oh Att Vest UR 
Vert Sota &. Ale Scrat & HHA ARASH Hl Sis &, TH seat A APT oF 
Tell & Ader Hl aTRpal S st adie aMfPaar & Sa Gar Hr Gar Tera 
&. AAel & Sik ae 8 GW al Ges Set SH tell & fe BF UH sea cafes, ot 
facet yor cht stot eg siott Ht aerafect S cht St, & VFA QI axe S 


ART ufsar get et Fecaeplalt MEA &. SA ONT FScayT BA arfehatrett APT 
ol gd St Gd Fed CCH & fey Gost HRI os HT SATA HAST 8. SAH 
OAT & Heel IR sated S Walaa, V. Moll, GF SAAR Ast, F SA Arey 

Fctens 2 oft SUCH fac F RON GI HI 30 Sg Sto S sleep wT 


JOU PRAT. 


TAS OX Bac ef - AAT SAT als strep Fer ST FT SY. Us GTR AAT Y 
Uo, Ue eR & aaa wohcast oF, SK sry Ze or coil F 

foe et Yet seleaereanl ch chs A CAT. START FSA A Sct By, Ges ART 
USAT OS eres St corral att Git starts tet & each Ht aera S Vrs 
arfests Get eh. ART USAT Ht Ve Bi wars Vel Hr ar erfehetteht AATSH, 
oy ot acy & FAA Hooray, co CaorT Shr AScaepTay SHR SARA 
BT ARR ATH SST off. MEA TSI GRHR 4 GRA & ea Gaal o sta 
TR wOorPaa At AA & Ral & fay usar a art ats rr. 


FR ROR GH GA hl ATT TSAR SAS HI SECA HR BY, TS SAAT 
O Ol GON sik fessor Hlerera Hl Fa & Beet & ARs Alpesnel 
aR aaah sifterRait & ora sth stetrd Hrs ANI Fel om Hl I vs fear At 
Ol GX Aer Vel Sl. FSSA AY Brava Vors GAT TAT GH BI TA. JS Tet SIA 
oe hl 8 fe dR He St Cf sa Aaretal aal fee atraepx faye A Has, 
fare ART & SRR Gt Bi Gah Bla H GesKes F ore om, ART ufsar a 
Tyla MTT 5800 sitfsar cos sree far A otra ch fery coals Vira SAR 
(aistarg) HT Slee. 


ve sftp ard at Aer afsar & var A re ae ae s fee Hea Ff Bteleaa een ST 
HARTA cl AREA Les Avera Gest F at oct S - AT at Path or 
oF b Gays 4. Ga Ger ore a Gal opt eterifes Vep ATA fear Ura B WR 

ae eara at are ae al aH Aaa ar at Sel stared HE oid &. AR A Alas 
& Cl SAehT Ades U Fel Hl SA SS Sore fear. FT aT ARH oH sik a St SANT 
cpl ceptebt ferepre cht GRATE &. SA PRU GRO 4 Puig oF Tieil Hl |e at 


COR B User MCoa1sl ar Tat Fel ela, fore fery Ses ART Usa GS 


wae ufdf&a asia shat Sara vat 4G vn & aR aoe GR ere, wt 
Proty ct aneiraat arfe fasal oy st ec &. Sah SIM GT ASR Bk ach rch 
VaTeaict &. Wed Head, sae Vp see Sle UelS akhed, SGT eX 
ad} a ast At qe S fara 4 fret arent @ var aa oe gil FET Ve 
Tor So Oe WE Id €. ART Ged HF Sah ORI HI SAT Teh ch Vat H TA 
ORat &. Tet S ARI Hi Ah Ve Bars Sl UR FHS ARs Sa WH cidigce Ht 
Sad S IAA TA SAA TES CAS & fer Wa HT Ue AHS HA veal ops HI Hr 
UREN &. 


aor cafeng cht sitoreda & staRG, ART efsar afetenier car 4 ara 

eR een we Paar 4 feet - hath Sa cut at Slsar RF Uh WA SATA 
Cet caer hl VAS Aoeeh SRST Sa HT set emret &. Haet wel ge sracdia B 
Ol IAT Vail ch HISTeT STENT & €. SIT HL Src & GR cha F AAAI St 
fagfen Sik fart o Sea ST VAI rors cl GR Hriger Stet S. SP ST 
OA TH, Hy ATH T A TMT Se AES HB, GS Hl vp Food) sa dell HI 
UPAR SIA & Val Sl - SteHTeg Teal sik gece afchep fargo o UreT. 


Story of a prostitute 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


March 22, 2011 (Tuesday) : Story of a prostitute 


A friend of mine narrated a remarkable story having relevance to the 
developing saga of corruption here in India. In fact, the story is a part of 
study material taught to the students of political science. A famous 
prostitute in London had only the powerful and mighty as her clients during 
World War II. The Defense Minister of Great Britain was one of the clients 
in love with her. Knowing this, Russia planted a male spy with whom the 
prostitute fell in love. They made a plan to get the defense secrets of Great 
Britain from her lover. This would make them rich by selling the defense 
secrets to Russia and also relieve the degradation of selling her body every 
night. 


As we Say, love blinds and so the Defense Minister gave away the national 
secrets. Here comes the twist though. Instead of eloping with her boyfriend 
along with the defense secrets, she called on the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain and presented the documents that she had obtained from the Defense 
Minister. A cabinet meeting followed and the proof was presented on the 
table. The Minister accepted his mistake and resigned. The inference here 
was that the Greatness of Great Britain ruling half the world at that time 
was ingrained in the moral values of lowly life of a prostitute and 
subsequent behavior of political authority. 


Here in India, WikiLeaks created an uproar in the Indian parliament today. 
Its disclosure last thursday showed that the Indian government had paid 
bribes to Members of Parliament (MPs) to secure their vote for a nuclear 
future. The US embassy cable alleged that Ajit Singh’s Rashtriya Lok 
Dal(RLD) party had been paid about $2.5 million (about Rs 2.5 crores each 
MP) for their four MPs to support the government on Indo-American 
Nuclear deal. It is interesting to note that Captain Satish Sharma was cited 
as one of the conduits facilitating these bargains for the MPs on behalf of 
the ruling party. Captain Satish Sharma — a friend of late Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi — is known to be a Gandhi loyalist. 


The revelation about bribing Members of Parliament shamed Indians but 
not the Government. Honorable Prime Minister (Dr. Manmohan Singh) 
asserted that people vindicated the Government by returning them to power 
— even after the issue of bribing MPs had been raised earlier in the previous 
parliament. In a similar fashion, Finance Minister (Mr. Pranab Mukherjee) 
pointed out that the matter does not pertain to the present parliament and 
hence should not be raised in the current one. Some ministers/ party 
members even doubted the credibility of WikiLeaks in the first place. 


Most disheartening has been the Prime Minister’s comment. He is touted as 
the clean face of the Government. There is no doubt that the people of India 
reposed their faith in his Government for the second time. But he should 
know that the deeply divided people of India, lacking a sense of national 
pride, has been exploited by political regimes for long and needed to be 
protected. That is what Gandhi and Nehru did in the formative years of this 
republic. Anyhow, a win in the election certainly does not sanction bribery; 
or does it? As far as the Finance Minister’s remark is concerned, he is at his 
best to deflect the issue. After all, he has been a Senior Cabinet Minister for 
time immemorial. 


Of course, no politician or political authority even thought of resigning here 
in India. The end game is known. For a change, they may be punished by 
being rejected in the next election. But people will elect them soon 
thereafter. People in India has a short memory and a tendency to create a 
ruling class and be within it. The political masters generally find a way to 
see that people have no choice. A divided lot has but this destiny. No 
wonder, people here generally watch the evolving saga; enjoy the same and 
being wisest of all, remain indifferent. 


UH da ht Hert 
22 APA, 2011 (Tea): TH Aga Ht Hartt 


AY Ub aie 4 Ad 4 Bl RS METAR ch Gast FH UH Uhl Hert SAS. Tea 
4, Us eM Mord fs h Gra Hl Usa OM Tell SteaI GT 4 eProp 
8. SR faa FE o SRM, ccs Ht vp URE deat ob Tre SATS F Sa WA 
Tet WATAgMTeH cafe SY. SA Trecpl F Vp Ye fics ch var Fat At eh, fars SAS 
COR BY TAT 1. SH Sd Hl GMO Port Ue, SA AT UH SU GIN aT fa 
ferent arfes as Agar al So Water 4 Har ct. He fet se Sod Sa Bt Vat ob 
DET UF dar A Te ACs & Va LRA Chl So Vat Rar AAT | Ta HRA HT 
OMT SATS. SAH B AMT oft fos Va LES chi WS H Se SAR F ANAT SF 
Sl 4 ed &. Ue St daar 4 AYN At Gla feo Sa hot Ua GT ER sas Ht 
Ape! F Poet At Fer are. 


ORT feb 4 Hed S CA Se SIA &. Va Fal J STARCH TR TL LSAT GT IVA 
& Bet Bg ch, ctfeost Tel UR HEA F UH SGT ALS SAC . Va LEAT GH 
Ue SU Wt ch ST AP TONS, SAA Ye faleH ch UMA G Ye HR Vay 
Fat S Prot aeadull ol See Gd ch. Gea Hfete ct wp sow gars 7S HRA 
OTe Age cbt Var fear TAT, ATT Tete cpl ATA gy wa Hat FT SEIT ¢ fea. 
Tel Psy ue & feb Ye fier bt Herc, formar Hares Sa aa stellt shar 
OR MT, SS Set 4H oft feb Sar Hl Geant vp dear & Aft Feat sik wore 
AER c Gad ATeSl 4 AEetHor a. 


TA SETSa Sl SAP HC Trott Been fafehotlers & Baws 4 srt ARHA 
Tee A Ue HERTS FAT fear, fleet Poa & FF BARI F Ae Sd GAM srg feb 
YR GRR 4 SRT & A LA] GRITS ch} UTR chet ch fore Gate AeA 
cpl ad Gar 4 ate oH & fore Rad ar YT fear at. SA Rcht arans act & 
STAIR UR US FAA TAT feo state Ps ch esta cepact oref (Rete) & AR 
UNI Of ST Tat Se Het & fee ATT Yo arts way fer ay gy. ge feoraey 
& fer aet 4 ees Udit wat & afea ol sat Braet Ht UNte fest 4 Sfeta 
fearon rar, Saha versa eolle ares oF Shea Sces Utter oat ar arreht 
GRA Ot SHIR AMT Uc 8. 


GE MERA Ol ET CH SH VEATCH S AAS at MET BV AR RHR Al. 
ATA Wet Fal (ATE Re) A Het fee GAeal opt Rac CH HT Het GTA 
SM & sage Ht OAT A Gre fhe GF SAF ATG SS ART F GRO Hl Fh 
oe fear 8. Sat ARS HI Meet Gara ect gy, fort HAT (GOs Feat +t Terra feb 
TS AAT SHAM Gee S Safelct Fel e SR galery SF AGI Vas 4 SoM Ht 
CRNA Fel &. HS AAT / orl & GaRA 4 al fafesctiers cht faeratraar ue st 
UT Teel SUT ote UTER fear. 


Tea sr fecaoht PIS SATST SACHS PRA TTA AAT. St GRIN chy TTS 
TERT AM Oct &. SHA Dlg Me Fal feb ARA h AMT A GA I SAT GRP 4 
SOT ARM ch hy 8. cts Bre Ta SAT aay feo Tee TR ae foro 
anRfeat or fats wort antent 4 cis BA cep arsor feoar &. Te wdfafec 
8 feo aRfeat 4 aac oe weta aia St Maar ht Ged Hats. Talery Gre 
Ula He Hl UP Coxe &. Welt SR Few 4 SA Ta UA FST H yet 
ferent om. ferdt ft axe 4, "Gara 4 ofa Rac oF cht FoR set St Car 8. Tet 
cep fora Hat cht fecautt cpr Gael 8, dé Fe S Ma Scr 4 alex &. sifeeane 
qs Fada S ARG & Up ARS fee Fal &h wa F Venita €. 


sp AR A fer Far ar erorttaen sift 4 seh are F Gar At eT. 
ST OT et Bl Hr ATS &. Ve URAC & GR We otiel Fars H Ses oS 
sedion oy afsa ae At fear oe. cits GMT Ses Ules St ATT FA HT. ART 
4 art cht Safe wre € Se Up ARI HT Sa HR Seite cae F vert Ht stad 
Us. S14 GR UR SAR oMifae stent als 4 HIS WaT Peper St oH ales 
AM & UT See Gat & stord ols fone 4 ve. ves fafa wane fer set 
rata &. His sae el feo AMT Tet ST GIR UR UCAS GT aNchT G ead &; 


Escape 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


March 27, 2011 (Sunday) : Escape 


The quarter final cricket match between India and Australia in International 
Cricket Council (ICC) World Cup last thursday was nail biting. Almost 
after a decade, Australia was shunned out of a place in the ICC World cup 
final. Morning newspaper next day announced the news with the biggest 
possible headline (a font size of probably 156 or more). And wait, what is 
coming? A semifinal match between India and Pakistan on the following 
Wednesday! No one could have asked for anything more. The storyline of 
2011 world cup is unfolding in a brilliant theatrical episode, even crispier 
and juicier than the Saas — Bahu (mother in law — daughter in law) TV 
sagas. The advertizing rates on TV channels covering cricket zoomed. 


The frenzy of cricket has finally arrived in the sub-continent and hopefully 
going to last through most part of the year as the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) is just around the comer. Actually, the advertisement announcing IPL 
is quite blunt. It said that everything (including sexual advances) would 
come to a standstill as the Country (India) would be closed during IPL. A 
statement of fact! 


Cricket suits all. Families get hooked up for the best of time. There is a 
common national debate going on at every ‘nukkad’ (corner). This time 
however, cricket is becoming the greatest benefactor to the political class. 
News covering the Shunglu penal report indicting Sheila Dikshit (Chief 
Minister of Delhi) and Tajendra Khanna (Lt. Governor of Delhi) for 
Commonwealth Games misdeeds was relegated secondary or tertiary or 
even non consequential - to cricket news. Indeed India’s win in the 
quarterfinal against Australia had come at a very crucial time when the 
Government was facing humiliating charges made out through WikiLeaks 
on bribing MPs. Just few days ago, Government appointed Chief Vigilance 
Commissioner (CVC) was forced to resign at the instance of Supreme Court 
of India in the face of the charge that the incumbent himself was involved in 
the Palmolein oil scam. 


The Government managers did a real good job out of the situation. The 
Prime Minister (PM) invited his counterparts (Zardari and Gilani) in 
Pakistan who were also embroiled in numerous charges of misrule. 
Newspapers made the headlines : “Gilani agrees to play ball with PM”, “All 
roads lead to Mohali (venue of the game)” ; “No-fly zone, Indian Air Force 
(IAF) on standby at Fortress Mohali”. The catch phrase “No-fly zone” was 
probably derived from the Libyan crisis and used here to describe the 
cricket ground. 


The people, who think they run the country, made a conscious decision : 
relieve the people from the ongoing saga of sordid misdeeds and corruption. 
History is dug in. It is recalled that then Pakistan President Musharraf was 
also invited in a similar fashion by Manmohan Singh in 2006. Surely 
enough, if the PM is losing goodwill in his own country, then at least he 
will make up the loss in the neighboring country! 


March 28, 2011 (Monday) : The semifinal : India — Pakistan thriller 


One of my friends assured me of a favorable result of India-Pakistan match. 
He explained the importance of India in Cricketing world. India’s presence 
Spins money. So much so that Cabinet Agricultural Minister Sharad Pawar 
had requested Prime Minister for making light of his ministerial 
responsibility as he was heading the cricketing world body (International 
Cricket Council, ICC). ICC simply can not afford to keep India out of the 
tournament till the final. Well, it makes business sense. It is no wonder that 
there is much less of interest in the other semifinal between Sri Lanka and 
New Zealand. 


There are but always some zealots and party spoilers. Newspapers cried 
“Furore In Pakistan Over Match Fixing”. Pakistan’s Interior Minister 
Rehman Malik warned his country’s cricket team against match-fixing. He 
said that the Government would closely scrutinize all players during their 
semifinal against India at Mohali (Cricket ground near Chandigarh). The 
statement of the Minister, however, is immediately criticized by the 
cricketing legends in order to control the damage to the game. Fixing or no 
fixing, the business of fixing is thriving with bets worth billions on the line. 


Media critics have been making fun of Pakistani authorities’ offer to allot 
land/ plots to the members of winning team. One commented that each of 
them would need only few yards to be buried as they were destined to lose 
the match. 


The party must go on, however. Sonia Gandhi (President of Congress and 
Chair person of the ruling alliance) lends her weight behind Prime Minister. 
One headline read “Army, missiles brought in; Sonia coming to back PM”. 
How can she choose not to be the part of the Jamboree when her PM has 
provided the miraculous exit from the daily onslaught of corruption 
charges? Once again, the media has very little other than cricket to report 
about. 


March 30, 2011 (Wednesday) 


More than 500 million people are just waiting for the seven hours carnival. 
The trick appears to have done the job. Switching TV channels provided the 
proof. Many of these channels are singularly discussing cricket 24X7. After 
a great run up to the semifinal, India ultimately wins the match today 
beating its arch rival Pakistan by some 29 odd runs. There is an 
extraordinary positive outcome of the game though. Shahid Afridi, Captain 
of Pakistan Cricket team, said “why to hate India?” The statement is very 
significant in the face of Mumbai slaughters by Pakistani Gunmen two 
years back and the disconnect between the two countries following the 
incidence. 


Road was paved for the second Indian ICC World Cup win (first one was 
way back in 1983 when India lifted the cup beating West Indies under the 
Captainship of Kapil Dev at Lords) Only puzzle remaining: could India beat 
Sri Lanka against statistical odds in the final? Nothing short of a national 
debate ensued soon thereafter about the clash of the titans (Sachin 
Tendulkar of India and Muthai Murlidharan of Sri Lanka). Newspaper 
presented an engrossing story: “Fitting finale - World’s Greatest Batsman 
Vs Greatest Bowler”. The ICC final was indeed going to be a thriller. 
ESPN, the sports channel, upped its advertisement rate substantially, 
charging some half million rupees for 10 seconds slot. 


Power of media 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, sex, corruption and cricket. 


April 01, 2011 (Friday) : Power of media 


An interesting event occurred when TV media was denied entry in the 
stadium in Mumbai by the organizers - a day before the ICC (International 
Cricket Coucil) 2011 Cricket final. Soon TV news channels were up in 
arms. Bishan Singh Bedi, Ex — Captain of India, argued in a discussion on a 
TV channel, "Why were non-players at the helms of cricket affair?" He said 
that though players changed but not these officials who were politicians or 
non-players. He cited the example of Andhra Pradesh Cricket Association 
which was under the aegis of professionals players. 


The TV anchor conducting the discussion on the channel was quick to point 
out that Sharad Pawar, Agricultrure Minister and the ICC chief, was in fact 
alleged to have travelled in a plane owned by Shahid Balwa who had been 
arrested for wrong-doings in the distribution of 2G mobile spectrum in 
connivance with then Telecom Minister, A. Raja. Both these people are 
currently in the police custody. Things were taking uglier turn forcing 
Sharad Pawar to intervene and sort out the matter. Finally, something 
transpired allowing media persons to cover the match. This stopped the 
barrage of allegations otherwise trained on the administrators of the game 
for a brief period. 


This incident has important connotations in the Indian Context. Who needs 
whom? Cricket needs TV channels or other way round? Cricket 
administration is actually peeved that cricket coverage by TV channels is 
interfering with their commercial interest of selling the right of coverage to 
specific sports channels. But then Cricket Officials should have known that 
they cannot take a moral high ground when morality is a victim of power. 


The second more important connotation is about the unique management 
style prevalent in India. The men and women holding the highest authority 
are generally not specialists or professionals as pointed out by Bishan Singh 
Bedi. The person deciding nuclear or missile technology can be a graduate 
of history! India actually adopted a system designed by British rulers who 


had evolved a system of administration through a very powerful 
bureaucracy and police setup. India is continuing with the same 
administrative system even today and has failed miserably along the way on 
many counts. 


There is a very simple rule here. Depending on the grades of monetary 
stakes, the administrative control is distributed among politicians, 
businessmen and bureacrats. If the stake is very high, then the position or 
organization is invariably captured by Politicians. For long, the control of 
cricket was in the hands of either administrators or businessmen. But then, 
the stake in cricket became too big to escape the prying eyes of politicians. 
Sharad Power, Union Cabinet Minister and a political heavy weight from 
Maharashtra, fought a prolonged and high profile battle to wrestle the 
contol of cricket from the last incumbent, who was a businessman. 


Yet another aspect of today's incident involving media underlines people’s 
characteristic thinking about the world around them. Being acutely self- 
centered, every professional seeks exclusivity about its role in governance. 
If you are a lawyer, then the world revolves around the tenets of laws. Not 
satisfied with present state, they cite example of USA where legal 
profession is taken in very high esteem, unlike India. If you are an 
administrator, then you are a giver or distributor of Government largesse 
and own the nation. If you are editing a national newspaper, then you 
actually administer the nation in very close coordination with the ruling 
clan. If you are in media in general, then you compete with the power 
structure of the country to demonstrate one-upmanship. If you are a police, 
then there is nothing like it. But if you are an engineer, professional or 
scientist (Generally, the best talents travel west ward leaving behind the 
also-talents) then you are a nobody though you may have the distinction of 
drawing equal or even greater salaries. In India, you need to have teeth to 
bite to be important. 


A curious fallout of the self-centered behavior is that people tend to 
underscore individual importance in public. The resourceful ones abhor 
standing in queues or follow rules. This is a very general feature in North 
India where the mightier always have short-cuts. People put up graffiti like 
“Press”, “Police” or “High Court” on the number plates of their vehicle to 


declare that they are outside the ambit of low life behavior of general 
public. Some less fortunate ones will even write on the number plate the 
names of Committees they represent. People pride being above law. 


The final 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 02, 2011 (Saturday) : The final 


Two nations held their breaths. The morning newspaper started the day with 
an article “A Legend Bats For Ultimate Glory On Home Ground”. 
Anticipation is tantalizingly high in the run up to the big ICC world cup 
final which is now reduced to an all Asian affair between India and Sri 
Lanka. In the following hours, moods of the two nations are expected to 
swing as the fortunes of two teams will change on every delivery and every 
hit. 


There was a piece of stark fact published yesterday, however, which had the 
potential to wreck up the bonhomie and feel good factor in the coming 
decade. India’s population count stands at 1210 million, almost adding one 
Brazil in the last decade. When one visits Delhi or Mumbai, then the impact 
of population is all too visible. One, however, always wonders whether 
there are enough resources to support the economic empowerment of so 
many Indians. On an average, there are about 370 people per square 
kilometer. 


Thankfully, the pace of population growth has slowed down in comparison 
to the previous decade. The magnitude of absolute number is, however, 
mind boggling. Will the prevailing economic model be adequate to handle 
this mammoth population, when socio-political ambitions of Indians will be 
fueled by new mediums of information exchange like Facebook, Twitter 
and like? Does our political class have a blue print to cope up with this 
gigantic task? The sheer mathematics attached to the figure of 1210 million 
people will drive prices of commodities like crude, coal and copper 
reaching the crescendo of unimaginable levels. Even if half of Indian 
families had the semblance of human existence, then what will be the crude 
price? If you add 1300 million of China, then the impact on economy based 
on growth model will be simply unsustainable. 


Meanwhile, the ICC final cricket match has commenced but the start by Sri 
Lanka who elected to bat first is subdued from the yardstick of expectations 


created. The final is, however, a nerve game and proceedings are expected 
to be cautious and subdued. The two nations have actually come to a 
standstill. There is hardly any traffic on the roads in two countries. 


Cricket is the only unifying factor in Indian life. Indians tend to generally 
differ strongly (also irrationally) with fellow Indians on all other issues, but 
hardly on cricket. On this subject, there is an understanding - 
notwithstanding the difference of language, cast and creed. Sachin 
Tendulakar, the legendary batsman, is also an iconic Indian in this context. 
Much against the might of local politicians, he had mustered the courage to 
emphasize that he is first an Indian before being a Marathi. It was indeed a 
bold statement in the backdrop of usual sectarian and divisive provocations 
by the regional politicians. 


One can also experience the sheer joy of driving on Cricketing days in 
places like Delhi and Mumbai. On any other day including Sunday, 
however, the width of all these roads miraculously shrinks by half and 
driving becomes a curse in life. This changed environment also provides 
opportunity to see certain facets of life here, which are not clearly seen on 
busy days. At the Pusa Road Cross Section in Central Delhi, one can spot 
innocent toddlers running around aimlessly at the turf of the roundabout. 
However, when counted, there may be as many as 10 homeless toddlers 
under the sun in that small space. Probably, it explains the number of 1210 
million and the population density of 36000 per kilometer reported in some 
part of the city. Population count can indeed be deceptive. 


Foreign media is also catching up with the India — Sri Lanka ICC cricket 
final saga being played out, but with a subtle and different touch. CNN 
reported that the security in Mumbai, where the final was being played, is 
unprecedented and bigger than the security measures undertaken in even 
China, which was not a democracy (Is India a Police state?). 


The ICC World cup final match is being conducted in an exclusive 
environment in a stadium situated in the commercial district of Mumbai but 
having only a limited capacity of 35000. It is said that only 4000 tickets 
were probably available for the general public. Well, it is not the money 
only. For a ticket, you need to have the "power plus money" kind of status. 
Authorities do not mind as this exclusive arrangement allow them to 


conduct the match peacefully in the first place, while the general public has 
the advantage of viewing the match at home with world class technology of 
digital broadcast. 


All of a sudden, late in the evening, tables began turning in favour of Sri 
Lanka. In the final power play having fielding restrictions, Sri Lankans 
simply hammered Indian bowlers to all comers of the ground and ended 
their inning with 274 on the board. By any standard, it is a winnable score 
except for Virendra Sehwag, Sachin Tendulkar and Yuvraj Singh who have 
the potential to turn the tide. What happened though was a disaster to begin 
with. Both Virendra Sehwag and Sachin Tendulkar were sent back to the 
pavilion before 50 (actually 31) on the board. India by all reckoning was 
doomed unless something miraculous happened. One can see weaker hearts 
are already on the roads, away from their TV sets. But there are die hard 
followers who are seeking solace in occasional boundaries and remain 
glued to the TV screen for a miracle to happen. 


On news channels, grim news about the 2G scam are continuously scrolling 
at the bottom of the screen along with the ongoing cricket analysis. The 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) had filed criminal charges against the 
Ex — Telecom Minister A. Raja, business baron Swati Telecom promoter 
Shahid Balwa and others. The news appears to be a bit out of line as CBI 
and Government have been reluctant right from the beginning to investigate 
the case. As a matter of fact, the incumbent Telecom Minister, Kapil Sibal — 
a renowned legal practitioner - had sought to set aside the very basis of 
scam as pointed out by the Comptroller and Audit General (CAG) who had 
estimated that some 30 billion dollars worth of National asset was handed 
out to select businessmen. However, the assertion of lawyer Minister did 
not hold ground as Govt.’s own investigation agency i.e. CBI had conceded 
that there was a huge exchequer loss. 


The name of Shahid Balwa, originally hotelier turned realtor, among the 
Fortune Billionaires raised many eyebrows as his fortune had soared with 
the acquisition of 2G license in a very short span of time. The whole 
storyline made a classic example of becoming super-rich in a simplest 
possible way. Population played a key role here again like in all other 
success stories being played out in the Indian business arena. The sheer size 


of customer base had turned unused bandwidths of hardly any economic 
value into something worth billions of dollars. Thanks to the advances 
made in the western countries in the field of telecom, the new found 
application provided unimaginable stockpiles of free money in the hands of 
politicians, bureaucrats and middlemen. A snapshot : Two years back, 
Vodafone had bought the controlling stake in Hutch for a whopping 18 
billion dollars. Incidentally, only yesterday, Vodafone had further eased out 
another stake holder Essar for additional 5 billion dollars. 


Actions by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) rendered people 
agape. CBI’s self activism was incomprehensible. The agency had been 
lacking credentials for conclusive investigation. Something was wrong 
somewhere. It was generally understood that like all other Government 
departments, CBI does not move without prodding. In this case, it was more 
a combination of judicial activism of the Supreme Court and political 
fallout for the coalition Government that probably had swung the apex 
investigating agency in action. 


At the hind sight, it was not a coincidence that the first phase of this 
coalition Government had such a smooth running that propelled the 
political combination to come back for the second term. The earlier Hon’ble 
Chief Justice is learnt to have many beneficiary relatives (sons and the 
likes) and the apex legal body under him was conspicuously non-active in 
that period. The new incumbent is opposite of the previous one and appears 
to drive the government to take actions against wrong doing. 


There are mysterious SMSes floating around that the ICC final match is 
fixed. Some of these SMSes give details of various degrees about the final 
outcome. It is difficult to ascertain what is the truth? One may say that it is 
impossible to fake emotions of this kind on the ground in front of billions of 
scrutinizing eyes. God only knows the truth. In the concluding hours of the 
match, Indian fortune is slowly taking a turn for the better. Pitch is not 
breaking up with time as envisaged. Indian batsmen are regaining their 
confidence. As the match progressed towards its end, thrill of the game is 
simply becoming unnerving. It appears that the wishes of billions (India) 
are getting hold on the wishes of millions (Sri Lanka). Miracle does happen 
in India. The celebration that followed the Indian win was unimaginable. 


Sheila Ki Jawani (Youth of Sheila) 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 03, 2011 (Sunday) : Sheila Ki Jawani (Youth of Sheila) 


“What is my name? What is my name ? My name is Sheila. Sheila Ki 
Jawani (Youth of Sheila). I am too sexy for you. Main tere Hath Na Aani (I 
am not going to be yours).” These are the opening lines of a sizzling hot 
number performed by the steaming Katrina Kaif — current leading heart 
throb of Indian Cinema. This number is a mix of outstanding talent and 
crude sexual appeal. Undoubtedly, the choreographer Farah Khan (also 
director of film containing this song) has an uncanny talent to bring out the 
best of sari (an outfit of Indian women). She would remind you “Who says 
that sari is not a sexy outfit?” 


The resonance of the phrase “Sheila Ki Jawani” (Youth of Sheila with 
emphasis on the word Jawani i.e. “youth”) is at the root of the instant 
appeal that this song had created among viewers. When asked about this, 
Farah explained that the phrase is actually adopted from the title of a C- 
grade film which was generally known for double meaning story lines. The 
song is such a hit that DJs around the world were mixing this song. 


Sheila Ki Jawani (Youth of Sheila), however, reminded of a very basic 
problem facing this country. If you take a random photograph of populace 
here, then one striking factor that comes to the fore is that people appear to 
be physically weak and even underfed. It seems as if people are growing 
without actually attaining ‘Jawani (youth)'. The physical structure of people 
here is generally diminutive and gets worse as one moves to the eastern 
parts of the country. Not be mistaken though and link the problem to 
genetic makeup. Sushil Kumar of Haryana had taken less than 10 seconds 
to bring down his opponent of African origin almost twice his size in the 
final of recently held wrestling competition under Commonwealth Games. 
Problem here is lack of proper nutrition in the growing period and nothing 
else. 


For example, a state like Bihar having a population of about 110 million 
and no industry cannot feed its populace to be healthy. The conventional 


industrial or commercial development concepts are non-starters here. The 
state has seen consolidation and redistribution of agricultural assets among 
the higher castes comprising of hardly 20 percent of the population in most 
parts of independent India. A salient revolt was engineered by Lalu Prasad 
Yadav, a crafty politician of rustic behavior, bringing about a change in the 
perception of social structure there. However, this also brought about 
lawlessness, absence of trade and migration of labors, businessmen and 
professionals to other parts of the country. 


A peculiar aspect of the Indian demography is that it has a much bigger 
child and juvenile population than any other country in the world, including 
China. A lot of emphasis is required to be given to see that the Indian 
juvenile achieves proper Jawani (Youth). Fighting poor health is a daunting 
task running against the clock, while Indian growth slowly trickles down to 
the lower stratum of masses. Unfortunately, this aspect of growth i.e. poor 
health has never received its due attention as other issues like literacy and 
education had received during the post independence period. It is expected 
though that literacy would ultimately lead to improved feed. 


The current thinking of Government and its agencies follows global queues 
on economic matters, which has led to a healthy GDP growth in the past 
decade for India. This line of thinking believes that benefits would 
ultimately trickle down to poor. Undoubtedly, global integration has had a 
significant impact on the growth of middle class which has seen 
unprecedented expansion in its base. A very large population base of middle 
class has seemingly helped India to sustain growing demands and is 
expected to maintain growth in the near future. But this growth has yet kept 
nearly 70% of its population whose nutrition intake is abysmal and physical 
activity is one of the lowest in the world. The problem of poor health is one 
of the new dimensions in fixing development priorities in India. Few 
months back, apathy of officials who had let stored food grains be wasted 
instead being made available to the poor was emotionally debated in the 
backdrop of prevailing lack of nutrition intake among poor. 


Can we depend on the current growth model alone to tackle this endemic 
problem of poor health in India? The economic slump of 2008 has clearly 
shown that economic growth is also subject to emerging stories around the 


world, besides doemestic considerations. In this context, current 
international developments seem to have given reasons to pause and think. 
For example : How will the uprising in the Arab world play out for India? 
What will be the impact of the ongoing saga of Fukushima Nuclear Plant in 
Japan? These are some of the international developments which have not 
yet been discounted in India’s growth story involving so many juveniles. 
Indeed, there is a need of timely intervention in addition to the efforts to 
sustain economic growth as biological growth cannot stop. 


There is yet another aspect of India’s growth story. When you think of 
growth in terms of beneficiaries then it is simply remarkable. But when you 
think of growth in terms of people untouched from the growth cycle then it 
is equally disappointing. The percentage measurement is misleading in the 
Indian context. An impressive figure of 95 percent food security translates 
into whopping 55 million hungry people. 


Fast unto death 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 04, 2011 (Monday) : Fast onto death 


Parallel stories are developing today. Each of these stories has the potential 
to create lasting impression. Important and influential people are being 
interviewed by Parliamentary Audit Committee (PAC) on 2G scam, 
involving 30 billion dollars of national money. Ratan Tata, legendary Indian 
businessman known for fair business ethics, was grilled on various aspects 
of 2G scam. He acknowledged that he had written letter to Karunanidhi, 
Chief Minister of Tamil Naidu, favoring continuance of A. Raja as Telecom 
Minister in the second term of coalition Government at the center. He 
pointed out that his group was not comfortable with Dayanidhi Maran who 
was also a Dravida Munnettra Kazhagam (DMK) ministerial nominee and 
the telecom minister before A. Raja. It was understood that portfolio of 
Telecom Ministry was to be decided by DMK party, headed by Karunanidhi 
as per the coalition arrangement at the center. During the interview, Ratan 
Tata also admitted to the recorded tape of his conversation with Niira Radia, 
a corporate lobbyist, who was embroiled deeply in the ongoing 
investigation. At the end of interview, it was conveyed by PAC that Ratan 
Tata was forthright in his reply. Tomorrow, it is the turn of another big name 
industrialist Anil Ambani to appear before PAC. 


On the suspicion of watering down the investigation as alleged by 
opposition, Government spokesman clarified in one of the discussions that 
Centeral Bureau of Investigation (CBI) had filed criminal charges against 
the individuals — not charges of procedural lapses. It is hard though to 
believe that public money will ultimately be recovered by this process. It 
has never happened before. A cover up or distancing, on the part of 
corporate world and political heavyweights is on the cards. Second line 
managers have already been lined up to shield the mighty behind. Besides, 
there is a feud brewing between the parallel examinations of 2G scam by 
two parliamentary committees (i) Parliamentary Accounts Committee 
(PAC), which is a standing committee of Indian Parliament and (ii) Joint 
Parliamentary Committee (JPC), which has been constituted specifically to 


probe 2G scam after a protracted tussle between coalition Government and 
opposition. 


Curiously, Indian market is gaining strength every day as the investigation 
progressed in contrast to the sharp slump caused by the anticipation of 
increasing inflation and break out of scams. The rise is continuous and 
unabated in the face of rising crude price and worsening nuclear crisis at 
Fukushima facilities in Japan. It is a known fact that the Indian capital 
market is heavily dependent on foreign inflows, which in turn, depend on 
the perception of growth and political stability. It is estimated that about 
300 billion dollars foreign money is invested in Indian Capital Market. A 
mere withdrawal of 2 billion dollars from this corpus, however, had seen 
the market reeling by whopping 10 % just a fortnight ago. 


If the correlation between foreign inflows into capital market and 
corruption were true, then this relation will be a very strong deterrent 
against large scale scam like 2G. Even if the correlation in short term as 
described above were not true, it is believed that corruption on a prolonged 
horizon will certainly play havoc with foreign inflow. No political party at 
the helm of affair can ignore foreign investment in the new world economic 
order. This is indeed a new dimension to evolving corruption management 
in the country. If corruption cannot be handled from within, then at least 
this external factor may work as a dampener for the bigger scams in the 
country. 


On the cricket front an interesting story is developing that bares the true 
color of Indo — Pak relation. The bonhomie of India-Pakistan semifinal is 
fast waning. Back home, Shahid Afiridi, Captain of Pakistan Cricket Team, 
said that Indians were not as large hearted as Pakistanis. He further stepped 
up the tirade “Indian press made things out of proportion and was not as 
good as in Pakistan”. His final remark bared the fragile edifice of 
relationship under the making “We are Muslims and Allah has given us 
much bigger heart than Indians, we cannot have good relation with them 
(Indians) whatever we do....”. There were immediate reactions to this 
outburst by other Pakistanis who said that it was his individual views. Some 
said that it was his frustration that was speaking. Whatever be the truth, the 
distrust between two nations has simply been reignited. 


Notwithstanding the negativity that emanated from Afridi outburst, the after 
effect of world cup win is on solid footing. Mahendra Singh Dhoni, Captain 
of Indian Cricket team, is emerging as a true leader. His field demeanor has 
always attracted admiration since he became the Captain. He personified 
the word “leader” in a country where political leaders had shrunk to 
pygmies. But what he did in the final was something that could only spew 
from within a leader of a very higher caliber. As against the respectable 
total of 274 of Sri Lanka in the International Cricket Council (ICC) world 
cup final, Indian hopes had receded with the early departure of Virendra 
Sahbag and legendary Sachin Tendulkar (score : 31 for 2). On the dismissal 
of third batsman in Virat Kohli, Dhoni decided to come ahead of in-form 
Yuvraj Singh to take on the fight “head on” despite being not in good touch. 


Dhoni played an inning that would never be forgotten by Indians ever and 
finished the match with an elegant straight six over the fence. His 
outstanding achievement to see Indian cricket team at the top in all three 
forms of game (test, one day and twenty-twenty) is now seen to have been 
realized due to his great leadership qualities that has gelled the players of 
individual capabilities of various measures. 


On a discussion on the issue of leadership quality and similar transposition 
in Indian political space, famous TV personality, Rajdeep Sardesai 
highlighted the basic problem of Indian political leaders. India lacked a true 
national leader who could communicate with people from Kashmir in north 
to Kanyakumari in South. India needed a communicator like Dhoni who 
had been able to communicate with his teammates effectively. 


The observation of Rajdeep Sardesai, political commentator and news 
presenter, underlines the very basic problem besieging Indian political class. 
None of the current lot of political leaders has the distinction of having 
communication across different sections of the country. They are inherently 
limited in their capacities and have generally failed to echo the emotions of 
the people of India. No one is able to sale a national dream because there is 
no such Indian dream. They are even incapable to conjure an idea of 
national dream in the first place and are essentially regional, sectarian or 
even bureaucratic in their demeanor and existence. No one is like Cameron 
of Great Britain or Obama of USA who are at ease to communicate with 


their people — good or bad. India desperately needs a Dhoni on its national 
political stage. 


Some new facets of Cricket have been unfolding in the subcontinent due to 
the extended period of exposure of international participats in ICC world 
cup and IPL (Indian Premier League) played earlier. Players from around 
the world have become part of the drama which extended from cricket to 
Bollywood (Indian film industry). Many of them have immersed in the 
vortex of burgeoning economic expansion and become brand ambassadors 
of Indian products. Some of them are now household names and part of 
discussions which sometimes even go beyond the boundary of cricket. 
Thinking, approach and demeanor of Indian cricket followers have been 
changing with the inputs from overseas players, commentators, entertainers, 
technicians and spectators. 


On a very subtle and sophisticated level, cricket is also playing on the 
minds of people who are watching the mechanization of politics, power, 
money, glamour and above all success. Technology, which was primarily 
used for cricketing events, have also become as the backbone of evolving 
stories of corruption, growth and development. New communication outlets 
like texting, twittering and face-booking have certain inherent attributes 
which can touch any aspect of modern life. These new forms of 
communication — on an extended note - have the real potenial to enable 
younger generation to see through the hollowness of system and iron clad 
grip of select coterie at the helms of affairs. 


Indeed, there is something in the air which is not good for politicians and 
bureaucrats. The uprisings of Tunesia, Egypt, Libya, Syria, Behrain, Yemen 
etc are images which cannot be simply brushed aside. People in India are 
watching that people in gulf countries are overcoming the fear of state and 
sense of helplessness. Anna Hazare, 72 year old social activist and 
Gandhian of very high repute, declared that he is going to sit on the “fast 
unto death” at Jantar Mantar in Delhi against large-scale corruption at the 
national level, mainly asking government to pass Lok-Pal (Ombudsman) 
bill . Looking at his past achievements, the declaration in itself is a danger 
signal for the coalition Government. This is evidenced by the fact that 


Prime Minister himself appealed him to postpone his hunger strike and give 
Governemnt sometime to consider the proposal. The struggle had begun. 


Who is Anna Hazare? 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 06, 2011 (Monday) : Who is Anna Hazare? 


Every Indian, if not heard about him, knew today the grit and size of a man 
who appeared to be a common Indian. Kishan Bapat Baburao Hazare 
(K.B.Hazare), called Anna by his friends, is known for his fights against 
corruption. More than often, Governments ultimately bowed to his demands 
as he carried the aura of selfless devotion to the causes he espoused. One 
can recall that he had forced the Shiv Sena — Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) 
coalition Government in 1995-96 to drop two corrupt Cabinet Ministers in 
Maharashtra. Then later in 2003, he had forced the Congress-Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) coaltion Government again in Maharashtra to initiate 
investigation against four of their corrupt ministers. 


An interesting story about Anna Hazare doing the round is that he had once 
contemplated suicide as he was frustrated with his life. One day, however, 
he bought a book on Swami Vivekananda at New Delhi Railway Station. 
He read the book and realized that the motive of his life was in serving his 
fellow human beings. Life had changed for him. 


In recent time, he had fought the battle to have Right to Information (RTT) 
Act implemented. Now, he is on the hunger strike demanding that long 
pending citizen ombudsman legislation, called the Lok-Pal bill, be widened 
in its scope. He was demanding that Lok-Pal bill be drafted jointly by civil 
society and Government and not entirely by Government. 


He wrote a very powerful five points letter to the Indian Prime Minister 
which explained what he stood for, while the establishment worked hard to 
pacify him. The composition of letter was very direct and concise. He wrote 


Dear Dr. Singh, 


I have started my indefinite fast at Jantar mantar. I had invited you also to 
fast and pray for a corruption free India on 5th April. Though I did not 


receive any reply from you, I am hopeful that you must have done that. 


I am pained to read and hear about government's reaction to my fast. I 
consider it my duty to clarify the points raised on behalf of Congress party 
and the government by their spokespersons, as they appear in media: 


1. It is being alleged that I am being instigated by some people to sit on this 
fast. Dear Manmohan Singh ji, this is an insult to my sense of wisdom and 
intelligence. I am not a kid that I could be "instigated" into going on an 
indefinite fast. I am a fiercely independent person. I take advice from many 
friends and critics, but do what my conscience directs me to do. It is my 
experience that when cornered, governments resort to such malicious 
slandering. I am pained that the government, rather than addressing the 
issue of corruption, is trying to allege conspiracies, when there are none. 


2. It is being said that I have shown impatience. Dear Prime Minister, so far, 
every government has shown complete insensitivity and lack of political 
commitment to tackling corruption. 62 years after independence, we still do 
not have independent and effective anti-corruption systems. Very weak 
versions of Lok-Pal Bill were presented in Parliament eight times in last 42 
years. Even these weak versions were not passed by Parliament. This 
means, left to themselves, the politicians and bureaucrats will never pass 
any law which subjects them to any kind of objective scrutiny. At a time, 
when the country has witnessed scams of unprecedented scale, the 
impatience of the entire country is justified. And we call upon you, not to 
look for precedents, but show courage to take unprecedented steps. 


3. It is being said that I have shown impatience when the government has 
"initiated" the process. I would urge you to tell me - exactly what processes 
are underway? 


a. You say that your Group of Ministers are drafting the anti-corruption law. 
Many of the members of this Group of Ministers have such a shady past 
that if effective anticorruption systems had been in place, some of them 
would have been behind bars. Do you want us to have faith in a process in 
which some of the most corrupt people of this country should draft the anti- 
corruption law? 


b. NAC (National Advisory Council) sub-committee has discussed Jan 
Lok-Pal Bill. But what does that actually mean? Will the government accept 
the recommendations of NAC sub-committee? So far, United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) II Government has shown complete contempt for even the 
most innocuous issues raised by NAC. 


c. I and many other friends from India Against Corruption movement wrote 
several letters to you after 1st December. I also sent you a copy of Jan Lok- 
Pal Bill on 1st December. We did not get any response. It is only when I 
wrote to you that I will sit on an indefinite fast, we were promptly invited 
for discussions on 7th March. I wonder whether the government responds 
only to threats of indefinite fast. Before that, representatives of India 
Against Corruption had been meeting various Ministers seeking their 
support for the Jan Lok-Pal Bill. They met Mr Moily (Law Minister) also 
and personally handed over copy of Jan Lok-Pal to him. A few hours before 
our meeting with you, we received a phone call from Mr Moily's office that 
the copy of Jan Lok-Pal Bill had been misplaced by his office and they 
wanted another copy. This is the seriousness with which the government 
has dealt with Jan Lok-Pal Bill. 


d. Dear Dr Manmohan Singh ji, if you were in my place, would you have 
any faith in the aforesaid processes? Kindly let me know if there are any 
other processes underway. If you still feel that I am impatient, I am happy 
that I am because the whole nation is feeling impatient at the lack of 
credible efforts from your government against corruption. 


4. What are we asking for? We are not saying that you should accept the 
Bill drafted by us. But kindly create a credible platform for discussions - a 
joint committee with at least half members from civil society suggested by 
us. Your spokespersons are misleading the nation when they say that there 
is no precedent for setting up a joint committee. At least seven laws in 
Maharashtra were drafted by similar joint committees and presented in 
Maharashtra Assembly. Maharashtra RTI Act, one of the best laws of those 
times, was drafted by a joint committee. Even at the centre, when 25,000 
tribals came to Delhi two years ago, your government set up a joint 
committee on land issues within 48 hours. You yourself are the Chairperson 
of that committee. 


This means that the government is willing to set up joint committees on all 
other issues, but not on corruption. Why? 


5. It is being said that the government wants to talk to us and we are not 
talking to them. This is utterly false. Tell me a single meeting when you 
called us and we did not come. We strongly believe in dialogue and 
engagement. Kindly do not mislead the country by saying that we are 
shunning dialogue. 


We request you to take some credible steps at stemming corruption. Kindly 
stop finding faults and suspecting conspiracies in our movement. There are 
none. Even if there were, it does not absolve you of your responsibilities to 
stop corruption. 


With warm regards, 
K B Hazare 


A direct fall out of the fast undertaken by Ann Hazare was Sharad Pawar, 
Agriculture Minister and President ICC, who had to quit the panel formed 
by the Government to draft Lok-Pal bill. Arvind Kejriwal, known for his 
work on the Right to Information Act and a key supporter of Hazare's 
movement is one of spokesman for agitators. In a discussion on TV, he 
argued,"How can ministers of the likes of Sharad Pawar and Kapil Sibbal 
be part of anti-corruption measures?" Mr Kapil Sibbal has been one of the 
main architects of coalition Government strategy to play down the 
corruption scams like 2G. In a press conference soon after taking 
responsibility of Telecom Ministry, Kapil Sibbal had defended A.Raja, Ex — 
Telecom minster responsible for the scam. In doing so he had actually tried 
to influence investigation in a clear breach to his obligation as Cabinet 
Minister to bring the wrong doers to justice. His apathy to his duties and 
zeal to cover up corruption has now been playing against him to be a 
creditable member of a panel constituted to fight against corruption. 


The government has been clearly under pressure and has adopted the policy 
not to confront Hazare’s demand. As such, they looked for dialog with the 
activists while at the same time trying to malign the maverick Anna Hazare 
in whatever way possible. Congress spokesman pointed out that Hazare was 


using strong arm tactics in forcing Government and that his demands were 
unconstitutional. 


Congress spokesman has all along been saying that it is unfair to put 
pressure in this manner on leaders who have been elected by the 
constituents. If people want the change, then they should fight election and 
form government. But this was the main contention. Politicians had 
rendered the divided electorates cornered by corrupt, unethical and unfair 
means. In fact, they had deliberately pushed the country through inherent 
weaknesses of electoral politics whereby electorates were forced to recycle 
exclusive bunch of people time and again. No wonder that few political 
stalwarts have managed to become the permanent face of almost all 
cabinets in the past few decades. 


One of the inherent weaknesses in Government response has been the fact 
that they did not realize that it was a political battle not a legal battle. The 
party had deployed legal luminaries in the likes of Kapil Siball, Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi and Manish Tiwari who were sharp tongued and deft in their 
replies but often repetitive in either directing the criticism towards 
opposition or undermining the issue in the first place. Since corruption 
issues kept surfacing for past few months, they looked like lost lawyers 
disconnected to political reality. On the other hand, People have been 
looking for an outlet. In this light, their efforts appeared to be like gagging 
popular criticism and so the whole exercise appeared to be last ditch effort 
to cover misdeeds — even though many of the scams resulted from the very 
dynamics of coalition politics and not directly attributable to Congress. 


Another important aspect of these corruption related issues since 
Commonwealth Games scam first surfaced few months back was the fact 
that real power center of the political authority was conspicuously missing 
from the scene. This mechanization was elaborate and very well executed. 
When Suresh Kalmadi, Chairman of Organizing Committee of 
Commonwealth Games, was targeted for various corruption charges, the 
power establishment deliberately kept Kalmadi away from Sonia and Rahul 
Gandhi who are the real political authority behind the Government. Sheila 
Dixit, Chief Minister of Delhi and close confident of Sonia Gandhi openly 
pointed figure on Suresh Kalmadi and tried her best to get the attention 


away from herself though she was also alleged to be part of the mess 
created during Commonwealth games. Sonia and Rahul Gandhi appeared to 
be unscathed but it was probably their miscalculation. People had reposed 
their faith in them and not their representatives. No amount of shrieking 
responsibility was going to help them if the anger of people against 
corruption was not handled properly. 


It also appeared that the interior of political mechanization was getting 
exposed. Even politicians not part of the coalition Government, like Uma 
Bharati and Om Prakash Chautala were turned back by the agitators from 
the scene of fast. Ann Hazare and his supporters knew the danger of 
political hijacking. One of graffiti said “No to politicians - No to 
bureaucrats”. The anger of people against politician was understandable. 
But, the anger against bureaucrat in the same vain and breath was 
something new. The exposure to various forms of powerful media had 
bared the bones of wretched degradation of administration in India. 


Amir Khan, actor and director of Indian Cinema, was prompt to extend his 
support like many other personalities of repute all over the country. He 
wrote letters to both Hazare and Manmohan Singh on the issue of 
corruption. The letter written to Hazare speaks for itself about the kind of 
support Hazare was getting throughout the country on the issue of 
corruption : “Like the country has supported the Indian Cricket Team in 
their struggle to win the world cup, I hope and pray that your struggle 
which is infinitely more important and affects each and every one of us will 
get even greater support.” 


Dynamics behind ombudsman bill 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 07, 2011 (Thrusday) : Dynamics of ombudsman bill 


There is a bit of surprise there as to why people are so eagerly latching on 
Anna Hazare. More than Lok-Pal (ombudsman) bill, the frustration with 
rampant corruption appears to be the underlying concern which has been 
driving people to identify with him. The Lok-Pal bill is aimed to bring the 
public servants under the scanner of probity. Besides, the bill seeks to bring 
vigilance apparatus of the Government like Chief Vigilance Commission, 
CVC, and other such establishments within its ambit. An expanded 
understanding beyond Lok-Pal bill is that Ann Hazare has initiated a 
campaign which aims to cleanse the system plagued by corruption and 
mismanagement. 


At the highest level, genesis of corruption lies in the process of election 
itself fueled by the tendency of politicians to subvert democratic institutions 
and practices in various unconceivable manners. In India, the legal funding 
of election is miniscule in comparison to the actual cost involved. Some 
independent estimate puts the figure as high as 20 crores i.e. 4 million 
dollars per Lok-Sabha (Indian parliament) seat. Clearly, each of the political 
parties needs to have enormous unaccounted money to be in the fray. This 
brings in the money provider (donor) who provides money in anticipation 
of favor, fund manager who controls the fund and finally money keeper 
who keeps the fund till it is required. 


Both fund provider and keeper influence Government business processes by 
way of getting contracts or favors or by seeking lucrative appointments. As 
far as fund keepers are concerned, they are double sword. It can be best 
understood in terms of a saying “when you owe 100 dollar, then Bank owns 
you, but when you owe 100 million dollars then you own the Bank.” For 
this reason, some of the very influential fund keepers, being custodian of 
party funds, are ominously potent and owns the party to a great extent. In 
addition to a say in the business process, they influence appointment of 
ministers, nominations to Rajya Sabha (upper house), assemblies etc 
besides having a say in the appointments of bureaucrats and public sector 


executives. People, in the know, call it the political cost of democracy that 
people are bound to pay for the governance they enjoy (?). 


In the recent past, matter worsened exponentially due to additional reasons. 
The verdict of people in two general elections had been fragmented. This 
necessitated the need of a coalition Government with the Congress party as 
the largest party within the formation. Election fund being the primary 
requirement of participating parties, a proportionate sharing of various 
ministries (departments) were agreed upon with a very candid 
understanding of relative values of each of these departments and 
ministries. After a great deal of bickering which was well documented by 
newspapers and media, final arrangements were agreed among the political 
parties forming the Government. In a way, corruption had the express and 
direct sanction of political participants and indirect sanction of electorates 
as they are essentially partisan in their mindset and incapable to send a 
national verdict based on performance. For this reason, when A. Raja 
resigned in the aftermath of 2G scam, Dravida Munnettra Kazhagam 
(DMK) party insisted that new incumbent would be decided by 
Karunanidhi, the DMK boss and not by the Prime Minister. It was against 
the well established constitutional arrangement where selection of council 
of ministers is essentially a prerogative of Prime Minister. 


When political formation behind a Government is a single party, then 
corruption is expected to remain at certain manageable level. In the case of 
coalition, however, the demarcation about corruption blurs and politicians 
tend to go beyond the scope of party fund requirement, which in itself is 
huge, to accumulate personal wealth as there is a sense of isolated fiefdom. 
If a minister is not appointed by Prime Minister, then why should that 
minister be responsible or answerable to the Prime Minister? This 
expansion of prime ministerial powers to various heads of political parties 
is at the heart of matter whereby the constitutional requirement of collective 
responsibility is conveniently forgotten. 


The warring factionalism in the electoral composition of India ensures that 
single party rule is impossible. Before the onset of coalition politics in 
India, Congress had initially desisted from coalition politics and preferred 
to go alone. However, erosion of national identity and rise of regional 


sentiments almost guaranteed the emergence of coalition politics in the 
foreseeable future. The preeminence of Gandhi family in post independence 
period and consolidation of Bhartiya Janta Party in post Indira Gandhi 
period had given Indian democracy two main formations, but neither of two 
appeared to have nation-wide appeal. In addition to smaller political 
formations like Communist party, the regional satrapas (leaders) have 
slowly gained the status of king makers with one of two main formations as 
the core. Examples of such regional satrapas are aplenty in Indian politics. 
Karunanidhi and Jayalaitha in Tamilnadu, Navin Patnaik in Orissa, Mamta 
Banerjee in West Bengal, Nitish Kumar and Lalu Prasad Yadav in Bihar, 
Mayawati and Mulayam Singh Yadav in UP and Sharad Pawar in 
Maharashtra are political personalities who prefer to retain their identity 
independent of main political formations at national level. 


As a matter of fact, Prime Minister acknowledged the compulsion of 
coalition politics in open and said that his advice was not heeded by the 
then Telecom Minister. This was the precise reason that the Prime Minister 
offered to the nation about his role in 2G scam. In this sense, A.Raja, 
Telecom Minister, was part of a separate political set up involving Dravida 
Munnettra Kazhagam (DMK). Since he was appointee of DMK Chief 
Karunanidhi, his loyalty belonged to him rather than the Prime Minister as 
was expected in the parliamentary democracy. Incidentally, Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) has also explicitly confirmed the nexus of A.Raja 
and DMK in its report submitted to the court. 


Besides this, a bizarre kind of aberration to democratic procedure was 
introduced by maverick leader Lalu Prasad Yadav, Ex — Chief Minister, 
Bihar. When charge sheeted under the preview of fodder scam, he had to 
relinquish his position of Chief Minister of Bihar on technical ground. 
However, he invented an extraordinary arrangement of Governance by 
making his housewife as the Chief Minister. This outwitted even the closest 
of his allies besides his opponents. Now, this abrasive subversion of 
democratic system by a popular leader continued not for one or two years 
but for about a decade having a consequence that only Bihar knows. 


The same situation had arisen at the center. On the issue of the foreign 
origin of Sonia Gandhi, her opponent Sushma Swaraj, a leader of Bhartiya 


Janta Party, took the stand that if Sonia Gandhi became Prime Minister she 
would set herself ablaze. Sonia Gandhi relented and copy-cated Lalu Prasad 
Yadav scheme to install Manmohan Singh with media calling her the real 
boss. Once again, democracy was at the receiving end. Highest position of 
political authority was now occupied by a person having no political 
authority. Political authority lied in the hands of Sonia Gandhi and later on 
also partly in the hands of Rahul Gandhi. This distortion of democratic 
system was bound to have disastrous consequence for the country. 


Prime Minister himself admitted that he was misled about the candidature 
of Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) by his colleague Minister in the 
Government by suppressing details about incumbent P.J.Thomas. CVC 
ultimately had to relinquish his position at the instance of Supreme Court. 
This was a glaring example of a Prime Minister without political authority. 
He was simply powerless to wield on his colleagues. How could a country 
think of eradicating or fighting corruption when its apex position of 
political authority itself had been compromised? 


This unethical separation of political authority from the highest position 
was further accentuated by the functioning of Congress where political 
authority remained with Gandhi family. It may though be quickly 
underlined that people of India finds an insurance policy in Gandhi family 
and trust them more than any other individual or group, but for inflation and 
corruption when family credential may not be enough. The scene after the 
general election win of the Congress led coalition was something that any 
sensible person would not forget. Sonia Gandhi was conveying to the 
waiting press that Manmohan Singh was again the Prime Minister and 
requested him to say few words. The shame was so brazen that it cannot be 
described in words for what happened that day. Manmohan Singh 
tentatively stepped back without speaking a word. Even after lot of 
prodding by Sonia Gandhi, he would not budge. Sonia Gandhi finally 
hinted that Rahul (Gandhi) also considers him Prime Minister. The whole 
sequence of event was so pathetic that it was difficult to realize that 
Manmohan Singh was indeed occupying the position of highest political 
authority of India. Notwithstanding the credential regarding personal 
integrity of Manmohan Singh, there was really a deep sense of surrender. It 
may, however, be seen that the situation was not the making of either Sonia 


Gandhi or Manmohan Singh, but a compulsion arising from the people’s 
mandate for Sonia Gandhi and subsequent stand of Sushma Swaraj on the 
issue of foreign origin of Sonia Gandhi. 


On a more basic level, corruption is indeed approved by the people of 
country. An article on Al jazeera electronic media “Uprising against 
whom?” brings out the fact. It explains the situation of Pakistan in the 
backdrop of uprising in Arab world. Pakistan has a democracy and its 
people have the opportunity to change the system by exercising voting 
right. Similar is the situation in India. Now, People should fight against 
whom? Should they fight the government that they have voted? Besides 
other arguments presented earlier, the fact remains that Indians are 
fragmented and divided people, who cast their vote on extraneous or 
divisive considerations. In this manner, people create a regime of ruling 
clique comprising of chosen politicians, bureaucrats, media persons, 
intellectuals, scientists and businessmen in a comfortably closed system 
where only exclusive individuals can have the entry. If we look the way 
combination of handpicked ruling and opposition politicians work in 
collusion with corporate world, then it appears as if they are sharing power 
for eternity. 


In a sense, people are at the root of a corrupt society and Government. The 
day Indians cast their vote for performance and a proud nation, they will not 
be in this situation of helplessness against corruption. Indeed, true 
democratic solution is the most enduring solution for less corrupt society 
and Government. After all, Indian freedom fighters gifted the people the 
precious gift of democracy. What have people done to it? People here have 
used every possible opportunity to subvert its values. Even after 62 years of 
Independence, people are desperately seeking - almost craving or even 
begging - to convert this precious institution into hereditary fiefdom or a 
caste cauldron or a collection of regional fortresses. The situation is ironic 
in the face of Arab uprising where people are braving to face bullets for 
democratic rights as against Indians, who are fighting among themselves to 
convert precious inheritance of democracy into virtual anarchy. 


After a very long time of public inaction and deprivation, arrival of Anna 
Hazare on the scene has given Indians the opportunity to cleanse 


themselves (which is more important than cleansing Government) in order 
to cleanse Government. This feeling has, in fact, been voiced by many 
activists involved with Anna Hazare fast. An example of all pervasive 
nature of corruption is clearly brought out in a recent attempt of Nitish 
Kumar Government to empower people at grass root level. The village level 
Panchayat (committee) has been empowered for the appointments of 
teachers in Bihar. In no time, rates of grafts have been fixed openly for the 
various categories of teachers being appointed by these local bodies. 


Corruption, if one introspects, resides in every human being as greed. A 
matured society converts greed into professional excellence. A weak 
society, on the other hand, converts greed into mass corruption. This is 
exactly what is happening in India. Clearly, Lok-Pal Bill is just a small step 
towards democratic maturity when it might not even be required. Till then, 
Lok-Pal bill is a basic requirement and reference of constitutional 
impropriety is a mere design of the current power structure to continue with 
the existing system. 


In an important turn of event, Sonia Gandhi conveyed that she too supports 
Anna Hazare. In a statement, she appealed Anna to end his hunger strike, 
and said she believes that the government will give "its fullest attention" to 
his demands. The bone of contention, as on the day, between Government 
and the civil activists centers around two technical points (i) who will head 
the Joint Committee to draft the bill and (ii) issuance of Government 
notification in this regard. Though Anna Hazare made it clear that he would 
not be the head of the Joint Committee, but the Government persisted with 
reservations on the twin issues. 


Impasse broken 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 08, 2011 (Friday) : Impasse broken 


Stalemate persisted on the twin issues about which Government said 
yesterday that it had reservations. A meeting to be held in the morning with 
the representatives of activists on the Lok-Pal (ombudsman) bill was 
deferred for the evening. Government view was that "If you insist that a 
nominee of your side is a chairman of the joint committee, in that event the 
constitution of the committee will not consist of ministers from our end but 
it will consist of officials of Government of India in which eventuality you 
can have your nominee as chairman of the joint committee." Kapil Sibal, on 
behalf of Government, also conveyed that they are comfortable with 
announcing the formation of the committee that will include activists. But a 
formal notification will set a worrying precedent of allowing non-elected 
representatives of the people to demand a big share in legislation, which is 
the prerogative of elected government. 


It was indeed an unfortunate development as the issues were trivial in the 
evolving context of rampant corruption and unprecedented delay of 42 
years in passing the bill in the parliament. Primarily, our elected 
representatives had failed in their duty and hence the situation had arisen 
that matter was being deliberated on the street — not in the parliament. It 
was Clear though that the movement would have shot in arm if the impasse 
prolonged on trivial issues like this. The crowd at Jantar-matar has been 
swelling where Anna Hazare has been conducting fast unto death along 
with hundred others accompanying him in the fast. One could see that 
people have been coming in continuous stream. Ram Deo Baba, a yoga icon 
of mass following, has also joined Anna Hazare at Jantar-mantar today. 
Many known personalities from Indian film industry and social scene had 
joined Anna Hazare on the dias. Looking at the size of crowd at Jantar — 
Mantar and spontaneous support across the cities in India, one agitator 
exclaimed, “Who is the foolhardy in the Government wasting time to hold 
on the formation of Joint Committee?” 


Corruption and inflation are two issues which affect Indian psyche in a 
similar fashion as Cricket. These issues have the potential to unify country 
—a dreadful prospect from the point of view of politicians who never ever 
will miss an opportunity to arouse sentiments of people on divisive issues 
like caste, religion, language and even dogmas. The politicians, however, 
have been generally clueless about corruption and inflation. As far as 
inflation is concerned, they do not understand it and prefer to let Reserve 
Bank of India deal with it, who in turn, will tweak interest and growth rates 
with a bunch of economists explaining intricacies of the exercise. On the 
other hand, politicians will not bother about corruption as it is the bedrock 
of their power structure. 


Both these issues, however, have the potential to wreck the applecart. It had 
happened in the past. It might happen again. In the recent memory, the 
Government of Rajeev Gandhi was uprooted on the issue of corruption by 
V.P.Singh who galvanized the issue of Bofors kick back. The Government 
of Atal Bihari Bajpai was uprooted due to many factors, including the issue 
of price of onion before election! 


In the matter of corruption, past agitations or movements, however popular 
and powerful, failed to bring about the desired result. The most it could 
achieve was a change in the guards. That is it. Corruption remained; only 
the faces changed. Clearly, it is not only important that people raise slogans, 
but it is also equally important that they understand the menace of 
corruption for a lasting solution. The agitation of Anna Hazare, this time, is 
different in this particular aspect. The movement has been looking for 
solution of corruption in Lok-Pal bill rather than targeting change of Guard 
as of now. One can sense this with the ongoing discussions that the people 
anger has been targeted against “politicians in general”. The office bearers 
on behalf Government, as a matter of fact, have been the face of Indian 
political establishment as far as this agitation is concerned. 


Over the years, corruption has been institutionalized by politicians with the 
help of bureaucrats and businessmen. Every powerful segment of society 
has varying stake in the pie. The transition of society is so complete that 
common people actually expects that their leaders are corrupt, rich and the 
ones who can get things done by a mere blink of their eyes. One does not 


earn respect unless awed or feared. Political class knows this and therefore 
ensures that these aspirations of people are fulfilled. 


Lack of political vision is scary here. Since Jawaharlal Nehru and Lal 
Bahadur Shashtri, India is flowing in world stream without a vision. No one 
is concerned about the growing power of China. No one is concerned about 
the acute water problem. No one knows how to provide for acute shortage 
of electricity. Government works on ad-hoc basis confronting issues and 
problems as they are presented. Once again, ad-hoc governance is but just a 
very fertile bed for corruption to grow with public servants having lifetime 
opportunity to amass wealth. 


Today, India progresses on the basis of economic clout resulting from 
advancement of global technology and expanding domestic consumer base. 
India is a growing commercial hub, which has a natural dynamics of 
growth. A popular saying sums up the situation, “The India progresses 
when Government sleeps”. A very peculiar aspect of growth is that Indians 
do not believe in inventing the wheel. Why to invent computers when it is 
already invented. Why to think about telecommunication when advances 
are being made elsewhere. Why to design a ship when it is available on the 
shelves. Why to make planes when countries line up to sale their planes. As 
a matter of fact, it is perfectly smart thinking. 


Problem arises, however, when “problem” is country specific. How to feed 
1210 MM mouth? How to provide basic requirement of electricity? How to 
provide drinking water? How to modernize defense? How to improve 
general health? How to create jobs? How to tackle terrorism? How to 
contain the price of fuel? How to decongest overcrowded cities? This list is 
almost endless and needs indigenous thinking and effort. Solutions to these 
problems cannot be imported. Has anybody heard about these thinking or 
related visions? The point is that corruption is not about bribery only. It 
takes away the very sense of a nation and associated vision. Each of the 
states like UP, Bihar, Orisa, Maharastra, Tamilnadu, West Bengal etc are 
almost countries in their own right. Corruption in governing so many 
populous states only makes matters worse. 


By the evening, better sense prevailed. Government ceded to Anna Hazare’s 
demands who, in turn, announced that he would break his fast tomorrow 


morning at around 10 AM once official communication with respect to 
Joint Committee is made available to him. 


Babus (Clerks) 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 08, 2011 (Friday) : Babus (Clerks) 


The frustration about corruption this time around touched bureaucracy also. 
Earlier, references to corruption usually were limited to politicians. The 
episode related to Chief Vigilance Commissioner, P.J. Thomas, arrest of 
former Secretary of Telecom Ministry, Siddartha Behura and allegations 
against Commonwealth Games officials in past few months had exposed the 
nexus between netas (leaders) and babus (bureaucrats). Bureaucracy in 
India is generally booed by newspapers which identify them by the term 
“babus” (clerks) for lack of imagination in their working. 


Indian Administrative Service (IAS) sits on the top of administrative 
apparatus in India. The set up is a direct imitation of the system developed 
by British rulers. In the following years of economic development based on 
socialism, Indian bureaucracy played important role in organizing 
administration of diverse regions of the country. Many of its members are 
credited for their outstanding work who somehow kept the fledgling 
republic alive in the face of severe food crisis, illiteracy, poverty and so on. 
Some critics, however, also think that they have been the single most 
important impediment to the realization of true potential of this nation by 
way of developing a closed system of administration which suffocates 
genuine creativity and progress. 


In the present circumstance of economic liberalization, their role have come 
under the scanner as they are the closest ally of political authority. The 
nexus of corruption obviously penetrates through the wall of administrative 
arrangement solely raised by the members of this service. Invariably, 
political masters will implement favors, appointments, bending of rules and 
such other things beside of course the regular work through IAS fraternity. 
Since everything in democratic setup is under the ultimate control of 
politicians, it is but obvious that bureaucracy prevails on all matters of the 
country be it the nuclear technology, education, vigilance, police, finance 
and so on. Just name a field, you will find an IAS at the top of hierarchy. 


At the same time, economic value of Government decisions has increased 
manifold with the robust growth taking place over last decades. A single 
decision such as 2G allotment or grant of development rights of public asset 
has astronomical financial implication. It is evident that if Government 
wants to retain control on economic decisions in these matters, then these 
assets are required to be controlled in such a manner that bureaucracy can 
guide the decision in a particular direction as decided by political authority. 


Similar arrangement has been made to deal with public assets lying with 
Public Sector undertakings. Most of these public sector undertakings are 
governed by Board of Directors under the company law. However, actual 
control is retained by the various administrative departments headed of 
Secretaries, who generally are IAS officers. There is a web of 
mechanization that ultimately ensures that public sector undertakings are 
under iron grip control of administrative ministry. Once again, bureaucrats 
are in position to guide the decision in public sector sphere in a particular 
direction as decided by political authority. There is a curious aspect of this 
arrangement though which renders bureaucracy being not responsible for its 
action. This is indeed a fabulous arrangement where bureaucracy is largely 
beyond the scope of scrutiny. It may be surprising to know that though 
politicians and technocrats are responsible for their actions but not 
bureaucrats. 


Clearly, there are two interpretations of this arrangement. One noble 
consideration is that national property is under safe hands of IAS fraternity 
of expected higher integrity. But exactly opposite consideration is that this 
arrangement enables them to wield enormous clout which can be easily 
misused. Yet another manifestation is the cessation of all indigenous 
capacity building process. Mostly, the business process in public sector 
undertakings or government department has been converted into a 
collection of tendering processes which can then be easily subjected to 
corrupt manipulations. 


It is generally inferred that political authority mandated by the people 
through election ultimately flows to bureaucracy. In many reflections, 
political masters are only temporary masters whereas bureaucrats remain in 
the seat of power for their service tenure and that too without being 


responsible to any institution like parliament or state assemblies. This 
relative independence from scrutiny renders them discrete, irresponsible, 
arrogant and unmindful of the needs of people. 


Who is the best city planner or the best law officer or the best banker or the 
best nuclear scientist or the best geologist or the best electronics engineer or 
the best educationist or the best construction engineer? The answer is IAS. 
All others are subservient to this group. It is no wonder that deserving 
expertise seeks opportunity outside than to stay in the country to be reduced 
to secondary status. Indeed, this system introduces a classification of 
administrative structure which has destructive affect on areas of expertise 
like engineering, science and arts etc. Indians can be one of the design 
experts in USA or a computer genius in Germany or an economist of repute 
in London, but not in India. Because, no one can assume a higher standing 
than IAS whatever be the field of specialization. 


Supremacy of bureaucracy and consequent loss of specialization has many 
fall outs. The neglect of indigenous capabilities arising out of “jack of all 
trades” kind of environment means that though India grows in economic 
power but not in strategic strength as against emerging economic giants like 
China, Russia and Brazil. Indeed, Fukushima Nuclear Plant disaster in 
Japan abundantly makes it clear that India should develop its own 
technology and capability as far as high technology areas like nuclear plants 
are concerned. 


Even the most ardent critics, however, realize that Indian bureaucracy like 
Gandhi family is the fall back insurance policy for the kind of environment 
in which India has to exist. In the absence of national character, this service 
class gives the glimpse of hope that it will prevail to hold the national 
fabric. It is kind of a fear that a true decentralization of administrative 
authority will be more chaotic and corrupt. However, there is a general 
feeling that time has come when certain decentralization can be risked to 
meet the requirement of growing economy. 


In search of a vision (Contradiction within) 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 09, 2011 (Friday) : In search of a vision : Contradiction within 


CNN showed a story on India called “Eyes on India”. Focusing on auto- 
industry, it reported that about 1.5 millions cars were sold last year and 
nearly as many as 200000 cars are being sold every month in the current 
year. Almost all brands of world are present owing largely to growth 
potential prevailing in the country. Most of these automobile giants have set 
up their factories in Chennai, which is fast becoming the mini - Detroit of 
India. Chennai is a convenient choice being on the shore line and having 
educated work force. 


At the same time, however, images of nearby village are shown. A woman 
carrying fodder and fire sticks on her head said, "There is no rain this time 
around. Crop has failed. We do not have money to buy things...". The 
contrast between Chennai and this nearby village is clearly obvious. No 
wonder, a foreign reader commented on side story titled “India : Awakening 
Gaint” : Actually I do not think that India is a awakening giant at all. It is 
underdeveloped currently compared with China. This nation has too many 
people living in arduous situations. It should be divided in many small 
nations so as to develop more quickly. The country cannot really tackle... 


Indeed, contradiction is a way of life in India. It is really confusing even for 
the best mind to decide what should be the development model for India? 
An economic development based on market liberalization is apparently 
stuck in a vortex comprising of mammoth population, rising commodity 
prices and deficient energy supply. The vision of the Government seen 
through the eyes of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) appears to be out of 
sync with the galloping economic imbalances at one hand and inherent 
inadequacy of demand — supply based economic activity on the other. The 
underlying fact is that India had started out with China in the nineties with 
comparable standing. Twenty years down the line, the difference has simply 
widened making China about 10 times larger economy than India. 


What should then be the national vision for the development and growth of 
India? In order to get the answer, let us try this question on a smaller scale. 
What should be the ideal vision for the development and growth of a state 
like Bihar? In this case, basic facts are : 110 million people, 20% 
electrification, 90 % dwellings in village. Some 10 years ago, it took 7 
hours to cover a distance of 70 kilometers with major repair needed to the 
rugged Ambassador car used for the travel. There were pit holes almost 
every meter on a single pitch road making it impossible for the car to 
exceed 20 km/hour. Some 30 years ago, however, it was a rich state with 
major Government investments in refinery, fertilizer and power. The roads 
were relatively better and motor-able. The state was known for richest 
mineral deposits of coal, iron ore and uranium etc. Even the first steel plant 
of the country was set up in the state by Legendary Tata called “Tata iron 
steel company (TISCO)”, which was the jewel of fledging private industry 
of India in those days. 


And then somewhere in the nineties, the fortune of the state began to turn 
for the worst. The error of politics since independence had finally 
manifested. For over 40 years, an upper caste leader would generally share 
power with dominant castes having less than 20 % in electoral composition, 
effectively eliminating people belonging to backward, scheduled castes and 
tribes. It was a time bomb that exploded in the form of Lalu Prasad Yadav, a 
maverick leader, who had his agenda cast in the rebellion to the system in 
place. He attacked the social hierarchy and the very notion of progress. 
When one of his followers attracted his attention to the conditions of road in 
the state, he quipped “Do you have the car to use the road.” At the heart of 
his rule, the underlying philosophy was that if you cannot be rich then why 
should be others. Let all be equals. 


Political scientists called the process “social engineering” and even termed 
it “silent revolution” as his rule had allowed people to vent anger against 
repression which otherwise had the potential to easily become a bloody 
revolution. Upper castes were forced to realize the folly of their 
mechanization as many were boycotted socially while law and order 
machinery ceased to exist. Women were afraid to move after dark. There 
were mass migration of traders, professionals and labors. Along the way, 
more repressed were taking arms whereas tribal in mineral rich south were 


pitching for their own state. Almost after two decades, he could be 
dislodged by his opponent political formation but by then Bihar was divided 
and a new state had been carved out in the south Bihar. 


If the fall of state was spectacular, then its rise was not less spectacular. The 
state found the man of hour in Nitish Kumar, Chief Minister. Law and order 
was restored. Roads were made motor-able. Thousands and thousands were 
enrolled as primary or secondary school teachers, medical system was 
revived, skill oriented programs were implemented and attempts were made 
to restore the pride of people. Even if the scale of progress was nothing in 
comparison to the scale of problems in hand, then also there was a clear cut 
sense of “moving forward”. The change was more visible as the comparison 
was being made against the nadir. 


Some of the actions are notional but have the potential of large scale 
awakening. Women have been given 50 % reservation in the governance at 
village level committees. All school going girls children are compulsorily 
given cycle to ride. The immediate effect is that girls are out on the roads in 
a state where mothers have been confined for most of their life in the 
boundaries of their homes. Even beauty parlors are opening in village 
markets. The spirit of free trade is returning and so the state is on its feet to 
move on. 


More importantly, there has been a clear shift in electoral behavior as the 
political alliance led by Nitish Kumar is returned in an unexpected manner 
with absolute majority having support cutting across caste and religion. It is 
indeed something that has given hopes of propelling archaic society from its 
lumber. But then it also brings in focus the serious business of development. 
What should government do next? How should it provide electricity to its 
people who are not capable to pay their bills? Is industrialization a solution 
for 110 million people with limited resources? It is not easy to prescribe a 
vision for the state when the scale of development requirement is that of a 
nation and not a state. Wisely enough, Nitish Kumar seeks to tone down 
modernization and instead expand the concept of human development. 
Indeed, a semblance of human existence is a greater consideration than 
economic growth per se. 


Backlash 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 10, 2011 (Sunday) : Backlash 


A new debate started whether super-status of Lok-Pal (Ombudsman) was 
consistent with constitutional provisions and basic tenets of democracy. In 
some quarters, questions are raised whether we are getting emotional in the 
wake of revelations about super-scams that we have simply rushed towards 
something which might not be proper in the first place. What will be the 
efficacy of electoral process and supremacy of elected appointees? How can 
a non-elected authority like Lok-Pal be delegated with powers to oversee 
the workings of elected offices of Chief ministers, Cabinet ministers and 
finally the Prime Minister? How can a non-elected authority be given 
Sweeping powers to cancel Government tenders? More importantly how can 
appointee (Lok-Pal) oversee the works of Supreme Court Judges which is 
likely to be its appointing authority? Questions are many and also relevant. 


It is alleged that vigilance establishment, as a matter of fact, has been an 
appendage to corruption rather than a tool against it. 


Despite underlying objections to the authority of Lok-Pal, there is growing 
support for the same. It is not difficult to understand, however, that people 
are actually seeking to undermine its own authority. Over the years, one 
important realization was that democratic means or election process was no 
guarantee that interests of people would be protected. One politician can 
rob public exchequer but still enjoy the support of electorates. A politician 
can easily authorize wastage of public money and even misuse of 
administrative machinery under the privileges of elected office. Democracy 
was not working in an ideal environment where it could guard itself. It 
needed outside and even super-democratic protection till the need was 
there. 


Clearly, path to systemic change is not easy. The house of Anupam Kher, a 
film personality, and one of the visible faces lending support to Anna 
Hazare was pelted by activists of certain political outfit. At the same time, it 
was alleged by the members of National Congress Party (NCP) in 


Maharashtra assembly that Anupam Kher had insulted Constitution of India 
by giving derogatory remark about it on a TV channel. NCP's Jitendra 
Avadh claimed Kher had said "the Constitution should be thrown out". "It is 
an insult to the Constitution as well as B R Ambedkar. Anti-Constitution 
remarks are also insult of the nation," Avadh said, further adding, "Action 
should be initiated against the actor for dishonor shown towards the 
Constitution." Anupam Kher vehemently refuted the allegation asking 
people to see the recorded clip of the discussion where he had merely asked 
for changes in constitution. 


It was really difficult to digest that a political outfit was so outraged and 
hence tried to protest against the alleged insult through unconstitutional 
means like pelting. In a country where people were so ignorant and 
politicians were busy indulging in scams, this kind of activism was suspect 
and appeared to be the result of provocation and part of political scheme to 
undermine the victory of civil activists under the leadership of Anna 
Hazare. The true color of Indian politics was emerging. The battle was 
never meant to be easy in the first place. People in power would not let their 
hold to go away so easily. Anupam Kher was threatened in absence by a 
motley crowd of some 10 protestors in front of his house in Mumbai and 
the galare of live camera “He will be opposed at his work place if he did not 
retract his comments.” The body language of policemen trying to control 
some 10 people hitting on the gate of the house made it abundantly clear 
that these people had very powerful hands on their back. 


This is the kind of political environment in India which is really disturbing. 
Is the country slowly turning out to be a police state? This experience is not 
an exception. It is a general feeling that if one is not affiliated to political 
parties but raises voice then it is invariably a call for trouble. Political 
parties did not shy away even from employing muscle power. All of sudden 
one could face barrage of allegations and cases registered because he/ she 
might have rubbed with people in authority. It is evident that one needs first 
to have the muscle before entering political space. Political parties will 
generally tinker one or other regional, religious or cultural sentiments of the 
people if someone dares to challenge the establishment. Everyone in power 
has a very clear understanding of the electorates. Politicians know very well 


that People are divided and it is only a matter of striking the right chord at 
right time. 


On a question on whether he would like to fight election and become Prime 
Minister, Ann Hazare was forthright. He said that he had not considered it 
ever. In any case, he will forfeit his deposits if he fought election. Why? 
Summing up his frustration with the politics of election, he said, 
“Electorates are not wise. They will sell their vote for a bottle of drink or 
for Rs 500 note. He said, “He can be effective from outside and not from 
within.” 


The concerted attempt to corner Anupam Kher is just the precusor of many 
such attempts, which is expected in coming days. Going by the past 
experience, it is also felt that establishment will seek to exploit weakness 
and inexperience of civil activists. Battle is going to be very very personal. 
Already, inexperience and lack of organization was evident. Ram Deo 
Baba, who shared platform with Anna Hazare, raised the issue of nepotism 
on the inclusion of Shanti Bhusan and his son, both of whom are legal 
experts, in the Joint Committee from civil activists side. He, however, 
retracted from his statements when it was explained to him that father and 
son duo have been included on the basis of their legal experience and their 
involvement in preparing the draft Lok-Pal bill. 


Moral code and passion 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 11, 2011 (Monday) : Moral code and passion 


Passion for cricket knew no boundaries. Poonam Pandey, a 20 year model 
of some standing had made pledge on her twitter account few days ago that 
she will go “All Nude” and strip in the dressing room of Team India or in 
front of the whole stadium if the Indian Cricket Team won ICC World Cup 
2011 and if BCCI permits her to do so. Whether she did what she promised 
(as India had won ICC World Cup) is not known but she landed a role in 
daily TV soap opera. Indeed, it was a very smart thing to do if she could get 
the role without stripping herself. 


Indian Premier League (IPL) comprising of ten teams had started three days 
ago but was largely overshadowed by agitation against corruption. Now the 
confrontation on Lok-Pal (Ombudsman) bill having been put off for the 
time being, The IPL is expected to pick up in days ahead. IPL is a costly 
venture comprising of more than 200 international players from almost all 
cricketing nations. It is comprised of 74 matches and 51 days of 20 - 20 
overs cricket. Each of the ten teams is owned by big business entities of the 
likes of multi-billionaires Mukesh Ambani and Vijay Mallaya and film 
personalities of the likes of Shahrukh Khan, Preeti Zinta and Shilpa Shetty. 
It is indeed very costly affair running in hundreds of million dollars. Better 
business sense makes it imperative that attention is returned to where it 
should be i.e. money i.e. cricket. 


Indian Premier League (IPL), however, outlined the regional imbalances 
prevailing in India. Only one of the teams is anchored in eastern cities. All 
others are distributed in other parts of the country where globalization had 
made visible economic changes. No wonder cricket follows trail of growth 
and so called modernization of Indian economy. This, however, does not 
matter so long it offers the spectators worth for their time. Cities not having 
their teams find their favorites teams as there can be any number of 
connecting themes that will bind them to one or other team. Since IPL is 
directly related to big money and glamour, spicy controversies and gossips 
are also in the making. 


Previous IPL had its fair share of spicy stories and controversies. One of the 
controversies was about the cheerleaders — a new dimension on Indian 
sports arena introduced by IPL. Organizers had pushed ahead with the 
cheerleaders despite moralist brigades who had denounced the brazen 
display of vulgar provocation. To a common crowd though, they appeared 
to be just very athletic, charming and joyful. Some even suggested that 
moralists should rather denounce the brazen behavior of leering crowd 
instead. Some of the franchisee enforced change in the dressing code of 
cheerleaders, some replaced them with ethnic dresses and some had even 
gone ahead for desi (local) cheering by folk artists. 


The perception of moral codes about sex is not very clear in India. TV 
channels freely hobnobbed with hot, sexy item girls doing Bollywood 
songs. The songs like “Munni badnam hui (Munni has been defamed)” or 
“Sheila Ki Jawani (Youth of Sheila)” were very explicit and provocative 
with artists paid in millions for lip-singing background voices. A few years 
ago, on the other hand, thousands of young girls known as bar girls doing 
the Bollywood numbers were forced to shut down in Mumbai on moral 
grounds. Many of these girls are now forced to sell their souls. Some of 
these girls have fled to other cities and even to very conservative 
environment of rustic north India. It is also perplexing to see that while 
artists are earning millions for the same deed for which thousands are 
deprived of their livelihood. The subject was debated a great deal and the 
accepted consensus was that an act in flesh was not same as an act on 
screen. For this reason, no political party dared to touch the issue and take 
up the task of rehabilitating bar girls in some acceptable role in the society. 


Passion is not confined to cricket alone. People are equally passionate about 
politics. Political leaders, in particular, show a different kind of passion. 
They are so passionate about their work that there is no concept of 
retirement in politics. A study revealed that Indian cabinet was one of the 
oldest governing body in the world despite India being the youngest 
(average age) nation. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, previous Prime Minister, could 
not freely walk due to age and illness during his tenure. Current Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh is 79 years old. Karunanidhi, working from 
wheel chair, is in his eighties. 


In the current state poll campaign in Kerala, there is, in fact, a public spat 
on the issue. Rahul Gandhi (40 years old), General Secretary of Congress, 
while campaigning cautioned people if Left Democratic Front (LDF) was 
re-elected, Kerala would have a 93-year-old as Chief Minister in five years 
time. Responding to the jibe, LDF veteran Achuthanandan said that Rahul 
Gandhi is an Amul (Baby milk powder popular brand name) baby. He has 
come to Kerala to campaign for Amul babies. 


One could only imagine the reaction of politicians if people demanded to 
fix retirement age or limit number of tenures for political positions. It will 
certainly be the most desirable legislation besides Lok-Pal (Ombudsman) 
bill which will cleanse political system a great deal. Indian democracy had 
records of shorts in re-appointing Prime Ministers, Chief Ministers and 
Cabinet Ministers. 


April 13, 2011 (Monday) : For the sake of argument 


There is unease in the political circle following defeat at the hands of civil 
activists on the issue of Lok-Pal (Ombudsman) bill. There are many leaders 
who felt that people had not heard their side. It is difficult for them to 
accept that there will be oversight over and above public mandate that they 
have to manage. For them, the very idea of subjecting political authority to 
semi-judicial authority appears to be flawed in a democratic setup. Digvijay 
Singh, a prominent leader of Congress, echoed this sentiment by pointing 
out that all politicians are not corrupt and there are good and bad people in 
all segments of society. Kapil Sibal, Telecom Minister and member of the 
Joint Committee for Lok-Pal (Ombudsman) Bill, also displayed his 
reservations on recent development. 


However, the spontaneous support of people for Lok-Pal (Ombudsman) bill 
in the face of never ending series of corruption charges has forced political 
class across parties on the back foot. If democratic establishment had its 
checks and controls, then this urge for Lok-Pal bill would not have arisen in 
the first place. Since there are explicit and inherent aberrations in Indian 
democracy, there is indeed a genuine requirement that some method is 
devised to address the menace of corruption. The fact that the bill was 
conceived about 42 years ago supports this line of thinking. 


Though the current attention of public is focused on corruption, but Indian 
administration suffers from equally dangerous ills of mismanagement. 
Sooner or later, this issue is about to be highlighted with the awakening and 
increased participation of people in the matter of governance. A news item 
highlighted this aspect of political management. It was reported that Delhi 
and Chandigarh which do not have agricultural land had a greater share of 
soft loans (about 8 billion dollars @4 percent annual interest) than the 
combined off take of populous states like UP, West Bengal, Bihar and 
Jharkhand. There are numerous such glaring examples which are simply 
inexplicable and needed external checks as democratic apparatus had 
clearly failed. 


The elected wisdom is surely at stake. Political parties are not hesitant in 
buying voters. Parties fulfill electoral promises such as giving free color 
television sets, rice at one rupee a kilogram etc. Some others counter the 
offer with freebies such as mixers, grinders, and fans with an eye on women 
voters. Many politicians have been blatantly using public money in 
grandiose and wasteful expenditure when millions have been struggling to 
fight for their survival. In the run up to state assembly poll of Tamil Nadu, 
leading newspapers carried headlines like, “2G vs freebies : Jayalalita 
battles to oust Karunanidhi”. The moot question is whether this political 
class can be trusted to be the managers of national exchequer without an 
oversight? 


Satsang (company of true people) 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 14, 2011 (Monday) : Satsang (company of true people) 


Housewives in many middle class households fought morning battle to tune 
TV channels devoted to religious sermon, preaching or satsang (effectively 
company of Guru). A religious Guru plays a very important role in middle 
class families. The recent participation of Gurus or their establishments in 
the crusade against corruption has put spotlight on them. The discourses by 
various Gurus, punctuated with religious interpretations and bhakti geet 
(religious songs), have mass following. Gurus are enlightened people 
preaching disciples about life and its various facets. Generally, their 
teachings underlined equality of all religions and avoided political 
overtones. In recent times, however, there is a clear shift in their professed 
religious roles. Social awakening of one or other kind is a cherished cause 
now. 


Baba Ram Deo, a popular yogi, has single handedly spread yoga and its 
methods to common men and women using the power of Television. He has 
a nationwide following. Since yoga comprised of exercises of internal parts 
of human body and was very effective in keeping illness and diseases away, 
his skillful display of various yogic postures has helped millions. Along the 
way, however, he has started talking about nationalism during his 
discourses, which is fast becoming a fight against corruption in public life. 
By the passage of time, he has grown in stature. His establishment is now 
an enterprise of considerable economic value worth nearly Rs. 1100 crores 
(about 250 million dollars). In one of TV shows, he said that there are about 
5000 people including chartered accounts carrying out various activities at 
his establishment in scientific manner. 


Political overtones of Ram Deo Baba has raised eyebrows in the power 
corridors of New Delhi. When he announced that he would lead his 
followers to submit multi-million signatures (about 3 millions) against 
corruption at Ram Lila Maidan (field) in Delhi on February 27, 2011, the 
establishment responded with a long list of checks on his credentials. One 
political leader cautioned him to be careful while accepting donations and 


pay taxes according to the rules of the land. Yet another leader advised him 
to lead the life of a sadhu (religious leader) not that of a bhogi (material 
person). He was also queried about his wealth. His crusade against 
corruption, however, remained relatively limited in effect till Anna Hazare 
came on the scene. Ram Deo Baba promptly joined him with his usual 
flamboyance and passion. 


Another popular cultural and religious school, in this context, is “Art of 
living”. Shri Shri Ravisankar is a social and religious interpreter with 
extensive network across the globe. Founder of “Art of living”, he is a very 
learned person having extraordinary skill of managing human resource. His 
“Art of living” centers are very popular particularly for local artists — 
singers, musicians and painters. People visit these centers to be immersed in 
selfless devotion to God through melodious songs and meditation. Shri Shri 
Ravi Shankar believes in large scale events attended by thousands of 
people. He has organized mega-events at various places across the world 
patronizing Indian culture and art. Curiously, graffiti displaying “Arts of 
living” were visible at the places where Anna Hazare supporters had 
organized protest in support of his "fast unto death" crusade for the 
formation of Joint Committee for Lok — Pal (Ombudsman) bill. “Art of 
living” is taking up various other social causes as well, like healing and 
rehabilitation of Tamil population in Sri Lanka in the aftermath of civil war, 
bringing north eastern people in national mainstream of India and such 
other numerous causes. 


Ram Charit Manas, an epic by Tulsi Das, is a narration of story of Ram and 
is at the heart of Hindu belief. Murari bapu, a religious scholar from 
Gujarat, is the ultimate interpreter of this epic, knowing every verse with 
thousands of anecdote and deeper meanings. His interpretations are poetic 
in delivery and carries a sense of detachment from the affairs of state. His 
recent discourses on Ram Charit Manas from the establishment of Ram Dev 
Baba appears to indicate his endorsement for the social activism undertaken 
by Baba Ram Deo. Sudhanshu Ji Maharaj, another popular Guru, is 
pragmatism personified and indulged in building places for aged persons 
and homeless children. As a matter of fact, there are many other Gurus with 
following of their own, who are indulging in social activities of various 
nature. Notwithstanding the allegations of wealth accumulation made 


against some of them, the Gurus are at the forefront of social awakening 
and are more effective communicator than any of their political counterpart. 


Gurus represented a significant change in the interpretation of Hindu belief, 
which is generally confined to vedic rituals and worship of numerous 
incarnations of God sometimes bordering dogmatic practices. Gurus 
generally tried to underplay references to caste division as depicted in 
religious books while explaining the origin of this concept. The caste 
system is an offshoot of economic considerations rather than religious 
thinking. The system, originally, divided people based on occupation 
rendering a whole class of people at great disadvantage. Over the years, 
however, the system, slowly took up the form of well ingrained social 
divisions rather than a working arrangement. 


Till recently, most of religious Gurus taking up new role of social 
awakening refrained from identifying themselves with political outfit. 
However, there is a palpable disconcert in the political circle as national 
political space is essentially divided in two parallel religious groups led by 
(i) Congress riding the bandwagon of secularism and (ii) Bhartiya Janta 
Party (BJP) riding the bandwagon of Hindutwa. It may be emphasized that 
secularism professed to be a non-religious concept is essentially used to 
garner support of minorities and is, therefore, very much religious as far as 
final outcome is concerned. In this context, there is always a danger that the 
social works of the Gurus might be seen (or alleged) to be an extension of 
political grouping. The political establishments have been closely 
scrutinizing social and political activism on the part of religious Gurus. The 
activism on the part of Ram Deo Baba is particularly under the scanner for 
determining its true political color. 


However, the deep division of political space on religious lines has 
thankfully been blurring a bit in recent times. Two of the progressive Chief 
Ministers of Indian states, Narendra Modi of Gujarat and Nitesh Kumar of 
Bihar have made considerable inroads into this divide sending alerts to the 
existing power establishment. Narendra Modi, Chief Minister of Gujarat, is 
alleged to be a Hindu hawk and behind 2002 Hindu-Muslim riots in 
Gujarat. In recent time, he has tried to mend his posturing to the extent that 
he is eager to even embrace muslim cause. Barely days after taking over as 


Vice-Chancellor of Darul uloom seminary in Deoband, Maulana Ghulam 
Mohammed Vastanvi, had created a storm with his certificate for Narendra 
Modi's rule and his appeal that Muslims should move on from the 2002 
riots in Gujarat. Of course the scholar had to retract his statement under 
pressure from minority groups. In a media reporting, Mohammad Hussain, 
an electorate in Khanpur area in Ahmedabad, summed up the sentiment of 
some muslims accepting Modi’s rule, "Jo hua, accha hua (Whatever 
happened has happened for the good). We have forgotten the past and 
moved ahead. We hope Modi too forgets the past and does some good for 
the Muslim community." Similarly, Nitesh Kumar, Chief Minister of Bihar, 
riding the secular bandwagon has alliance with so called non-secular 
Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) but has succeeded in mustering considerable 
transition in voting pattern of muslims in his favor despite BJP being its 
coalition partner. 


In particular, the un-touch-ability of Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) by secular 
parties has long been rejected by most of political parties. Secular parties 
are now not very averse of joining hands with BJP as they are still being 
able to garner muslim votes. On its part, Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) is now 
not loosing opportunities to extend an understanding hand to the minorities. 
The policy of hawkish posturing adopted during Babri Masjit demolition 
phase has been discarded completely to have a facelift and have nation- 
wide appeal cutting across religious divide. 


Sinister design 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 17, 2011 (Sunday) : Sinister design 


Fight against corruption has reached a dangerous stage. A Compact Disk 
(CD) appeared containing the purported conversations of Shanti Bhusan, 
Amar Singh and Mulayam Singh Yadav, in which Shanti Bhushan has 
discussed to manage a Judge for a consideration with the help of his lawyer 
son Prashant Bhushan. The lawyers duo Shanti Bhusan and Prashant 
Bhushan, representing civil activists, are members of Joint Committee 
constituted to draft Lok-Pal bill whereas Amar Singh is a Rajya Sabha 
(Upper house of Indian Parliament) member. 


The Bhushans have been at the forefront of the fight against corruption. 
Prashant Bhushan is known to have used PILs (Public Interest Litigations) 
in getting judiciary to supervise and speed up investigations into corruption 
cases including 2G spectrum scam. On the other hand, Shanti Bhusan, 
Union Law Minister in Janta Party Government in seventies, is credited for 
successfully leading the case of electoral malpractices against the then 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in Allahabad High Court. In a historic 
judgment, the court had set aside her Lok Sabha (Lower house of 
Parliament) election in 1975. He had also created a flutter in the Supreme 
Court by alleging that several Chief Justices in India were corrupt. 


Notwithstanding the truth of matter of puported conversations in the CD, 
the development has unquestionably established the fear that country is 
indeed in the clutches of a group of very dangerous people who can go to 
any length to see that their interests are protected. This kind of effort of 
dismissing one’s credibility at the nick of hour is a repeat of many such 
incidences in recent past. The theory gets the credence as no one has owned 
the release of CD and is still anonymous. It is particularly interesting to 
note that a section of media has in fact suggested or questioned whether the 
duo be withdrawn from the Joint Committee till the matter is investigated? 


The advent of modern mediums, like many other scientific inventions, play 
on both sides of society - one that brings about positivity and the other that 


brings about negativity. Even if the allegations against Bhushans were true, 
the timing of the release of anonymous CD makes it abundantly clear that 
the objective here is to derail the process of people’s awakening against 
corruption. Though such sinister designs have succeeded earlier, it appears 
that people have realized the motive of such action this time around. Media 
was up in arms, asking various questions : Are the taped conversations 
genuine or doctored? If these allegations were true, why the matter was not 
brought out in the normal course? Is it a move to derail people’s movement? 
Will Bhushans be dropped by activists till the investigation is over? The 
internet media was putting up more penetrating questions : Who are these 
people who have the time and resources to expose such high level 
conversations at an opportune time? Who are these people who have never 
read constitution but are so much affronted by its insult that they take law in 
their hands? Who are these people who are not bothered about the loot of 
national exchequer? Is not it a fit case for sedition against the state? 


A peculiar aspect of public scrutiny these days has been that people in the 
power have always succeeded to bury the main agenda. It is a characteristic 
feature of national debate. Issues confronting national importance are 
always sidelined on one or other pretext. One blogger describes a case on 
this aspect : Consider the issue of refund of some 500 billion dollars black 
money stacked by Indians in foreign banks. Can anything be more 
important than this single issue? Even the dumbest mind will leave aside all 
other aspects of governance and will go after this single agenda. The 
amount as published in newspaper is about as much as the total market 
capitalization of all listed Indian companies put together. What is stopping 
Indian Government to go ahead to recover this money (main issue) rather 
than pointing out difficulties in the process of recovery (side issue)? 


Yet another internet submission argued that even if one accepts the logic 
that all Indians including the activists are corrupt (which might even be 
true), then also people on the side of Lok-Pal bill have the moral superiority 
to carry on the fight to cleanse the system. Swami Agnivesh, the 
interlocutor between activists and Government, emphasized that the case 
has been registered and it is now up to Government to bring out the fact and 
expose the “sinister design” against the country. 


The exposure of granting favors by Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister of 
Rajasthan in exchange of valuable properties in Mumbai in the names of 
daughter and son-in-law as investigated by media was like putting oil into 
fire. Political credibility of various leaders is simply crumbling one after 
another like cards. The situation was reminiscent of a story in which 
soldiers go amuck looting King’s treasure. Name a leader (with few 
exceptions), who have not been alleged to be indulged in one or another 
scam? 


Media also covered a story about a letter by retired Supreme Court Judge 
K.V.Krishna Iyer to Congress General Secretary Rahul Gandhi raising the 
issue of corruption and no action on the part of Government. In reply, Rahul 
Gandhi admitted the menace of corruption and said that he was very 
worried and working to improve the system. He further conveyed that the 
difference is that I cannot get away simply with writing letters and 
complaining as you can. I am faced with the reality... Rahul Gandhi reacted 
to the suggestion of becoming a hero in the crusade against corruption, 
“Becoming a hero is of absolutely no interest to me. I work because I 
believe in working to improve a system.” 


As compared to dubious mechanization of forces working to derail social 
awakening against corruption, there are many factors which are currently 
working in the favor of activists. The most important force working in favor 
of activists is the internet. Blogs, tweets, cartoons, jokes etc. about the 
ongoing saga are multiplying unabated. This media, unlike other media 
forms, is completely uninhibited and is fiercely independent because of the 
very nature of its working. The struggle in Arab world and its coverage by 
media has also been working in the favor. The economic difficulties 
resulting from mammoth population and soaring commodity prices are yet a 
factor that helps sentiment against corruption. Also, the compulsion arising 
out of global integration makes the matter difficult for the power brokers. 
Analysts believe that a decline in the perception of governance may cost 
country dearly. To top this all, the game of Cricket, giving a sense of 
victory, is actually working in favor of activists against corruption. 


Smear Campaign 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 18, 2011 (Monday) : Smear Campaign 


Worst fear is coming true today. The issue of CD (Compact Disk) is 
subjected to an extensive media scrutiny today. The CD allegedly reveals 
that Shanti Bhushan, an eminent lawyer and co-chair of Joint Committee 
constituted to draft Lok-Pal (Ombudsman) bill, had a conversation with 
Amar Singh, Member of Rajya Sabha (Upper Parliament) about fixing a 
judge. As feared, the issue of Lok-Pal bill has been pushed back in the light 
of CD delivered to media. It is typical of the way all national issue is 
handled in India — no matter how serious be the matter. The side issue of 
controversy linked to purported conversations in CD has taken the center 
stage. There are whole lot of interviews, claims, counter-claims and 
conspiracy theories going around. The seed of doubt has definitely been 
sown in the minds of people. The fate of Lok-Pal bill now solely depends 
upon Anna Hazare - though he may also find it difficult this time around as 
the enemy here is the Indian fertile mind working to destroy itself. 


Yesterday, Shanti Bhushan had filed the case in a police station about the 
fabricated CD. Today, he moved Supreme Court seeking criminal contempt 
action against Amar Singh whose voice is also appearing in CD. He 
appealed the Supreme Court to order a probe to find out persons involved in 
the fabrication of the CD. In his petition, he argued that by fabricating the 
CD, Amar Singh is trying to derail the 2G case investigation and the phone 
tapping case already registered before the court. This is a clear case of 
contempt of court and the Supreme Court should initiate criminal contempt 
proceedings against Amar Singh. 


Hitting back, Amar Singh dared Shanti Bhusan to give voice sample for 
examination by forensic expert. He lodged a police complaint against 
Bhusans duo for distributing discs containing conversations despite a 
Supreme Court stay. He accused that the Bhushans are deliberately 
implicating him in the CD case. In his complaint, he claimed that despite a 
stay by the Supreme Court, they have distributed the CD containing 
fabricated conversations, which are presently the subject matter of a writ 


before the court. He also claimed that the father and son duo have made 
more than five different versions of the CD in order to confuse people. 


The news about these claims and counter-claims are being presented with 
different shades depending on the underlying leaning on either of two sides. 
Looking at the players in the ongoing drama and their close association 
with corporate houses, some news presenters and analysts are inclined to 
give credence to the conspiracy theory. Swami Agnivesh, the interlocutor 
between activists and Government, had, as a matter of fact, hinted at the 
involvement of certain corporate entity in the matter. During a discussion 
ona TV channel, panelists suggested a particular conspiracy theory that 
Government, sensing that they cannot touch Anna Hazare, have engaged 
Amar Singh to attack the vulnerable among the activists. Arbind Kejriwal, 
the civil activist and member of Joint Committee, responding to the 
possibility of withdrawing Bhusans from the committee, said that asking 
Bhusans to withdraw will be tantamount to fulfilling the objectives of the 
forces working against civil activists and inviting similar attack on other 
members as well. 


A PIL (Public Interest Litigation) petition by an advocate Manohar Lal 
Sharma has also been filed today in the Supreme Court challenging the 
Constitutional validity of inclusion of five civil society members in a 
committee to draft Lokpal Bill. The PIL also seeks a CBI (Central Bureau 
of Investigation) probe into activities of Bhushans. The advocate further 
pleads contempt proceedings to be initiated against them for denigrating the 
judiciary. 


One thing was clear. Lawyers on two sides have made this a fierce legal 
battle. Many lines of thinking, exclusive to Indian psyche, are at work 
today. 


The foremost is the belief of self-righteousness. If you are part of the 
Government, then this thinking is simply uppermost on your mind. During 
Anna Hazare’s “fast unto death" protest, the Government was really peeved 
the way civil activists had thrown mud on them — rightly or wrongly. The 
ploy of CD now has worked in Government’s favor as mud is squarely on 
the activists face. Sample the remark of Home Minister, P.Chidambram, 
which sums up the feeling of governing class, He said “This was a season 


of allegations and he was glad that there was a growing recognition that 
reputation was also important.” Of course, he assured a free, fair and 
thorough probe into the alleged fake CD. 


Second line of thinking emanates from a very peculiar perception of 
corruption and honesty in Indian society. Corruption is almost universal in 
one or other form in the society. It is unlikely that one does not indulge in 
corruption if given a chance. At the same time, one does not stop criticizing 
corruption and preaching virtues of honesty. Even the most corrupt can 
elaborate virtues of honesty for hours together. Under this circumstance, it 
is impossible for someone to accept that he or she is corrupt unless one is 
unfortunate enough to be caught by the law. It is a bizarre behavior but true 
here. In this backdrop, the members of governing class today feel like being 
exonerated as they are as corrupt or honest as the activists are. 


Third line of thinking is that I am as good as anybody else. Shanti Bhusan 
and Prashant Bhusan are not the only lawyers cum civil activists. Since 
many of them have missed the bus, they are coming up with stories of their 
own civil activism while criticizing the present lot. Such is the force of this 
feeling that one may even consider to oppose the good intent of the issue 
itself. 


A fourth line of thinking is that I am not wrong if you are wrong. It is a 
bizarre logic but a very powerful ploy employed during political 
discussions. If one side alleges something against other side, then other side 
refers a similar allegation against the side making the allegation. For 
example, consider the discussion on the WIkiLeaks issue of bribing of 
Member of Parliaments (MPs). As a counter to the allegation, the case of 
accepting currency notes in Camera by a leader of opposition is referred. In 
this manner, both acts of misdeed neutralize each other and the current issue 
of bribing of MPs is conveniently forgotten. Following this thinking, if civil 
activists are found to be corrupt, then political leaders are automatically 
absolved of any charges of corruption. 


A section of media reported that examination of CD by forensic experts has 
found it fabricated whereas another section of media reported the allegation 
that the examination has been done by private forensic labs at the behest of 
Shanti Bhusan. References and veiled allegations are also made even 


against Anna Hazare. Digvijay Singh, one of the General Secretaries of 
Congress, alleged that 50 lakhs rupees (5 million rupees i.e. about 0.2 
million dollars) were spent during 4 days hunger strike of Anna Hazare. 


One internet blogger concludes the issue with a passionate appeal to 
political parties : The canvassing against civil activists has been 
unprecedented. It has come as a shock that even a noble intent can be 
opposed so fiercely. The turn of events has shifted the focus from 
corruption to smearing. All pervasiveness of corruption in India is a 
foregone conclusion. In this light, probing individual integrity is secondary 
to larger issue of corruption. The individual corruption is subject matter of 
probity which is supposed to be handled by Government and its law 
enforcing agencies. The main issue here is about devising a method to stop 
corruption by public servants, for which there is a general agreement on two 
sides and there is at least proclaimed understanding and willingness to 
enforce an arrangement against corruption. Does this political class think 
that the matter is left as it is and public money is squandered by few 
manipulators while the millions are unable to have proper meal? Can 
political leaders, keeping aside their differences, rise to the need of this 
bleeding nation? It is not a court room battle ground. There are about 120 
countries with this kind of bill. Where is the problem? The civil activists are 
there in the Joint Committee not because they are more or less corrupt or 
honest, but because the bill is about probity of public servants and presence 
of civil activists bring credence to the process of framing the bill. Indeed, if 
the opposition to the implementation of Lok-Pal bill continues like this and 
the public sentiments are heart, then it only gives the message that there is 
indeed a concerted design for large scale corruption and there is really 
something that needs to be kept hidden from public eyes. 


In an atmosphere of unending barrage of sinister accusations, an unknown 
pantry car hero named Pawan Kumar saved lives of 150 passengers by 
stopping the prestigious Rajdhani Express and alerting people at the nick of 
time when fire engulfed the running train while making a trip from Mumbai 
to New Delhi. 


Looking at the confusion that has arisen from CD controversy, Anna Hazare 
wrote a letter to Sonia Gandhi asking her to stop “smear campaign” by 


Congress leaders. In a separate discussion, he also said that failure to meet 
the deadline for the passage of Lok-Pal bill would invite mass protests by 
the people. 


No one killed Jessica 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 21, 2011 (Thrusday) : No one killed Jessica 


Jessica Lall, a young model, was shot dead on 29 April 1999 by Manu 
Sharma, the son of Vinod Sharma, a politician in Haryana. There were 
dozens of witnesses. But, Manu Sharma and his associates were acquitted 
by the court as the prosecution succumbed to the defense having patronage 
of a resourceful politician father. Most of the critical witnesses had turned 
hostile and ballistic report was manipulated. However, following intense 
media and public pressure, the prosecution appealed to Delhi High Court 
against the order of lower court. The High Court, taking cognizance of 
widespread people’s feeling, conducted proceedings on a fast track. Manu 
Sharma was ultimately found guilty of having murdered Jessica Lall. He 
was sentenced to life imprisonment. 


The whole story has been captured in a well appreciated film released last 
year “No one Killed Jessica”. The movie has a very powerful impact on 
people not knowing the details of the saga. One question, however, that 
remained uppermost in the mind of a viewer after watching the movie was 
whether witnesses and investigators were not responsible for the injustice to 
a dead soul? This high profile case exposed the inherent weakness of the 
legal system prevailing in the country. Essentially, Indian law system lacked 
in witness protection and perjury proceedings. Today, there is a small story 
on perjury proceedings by Delhi High Court against the hostile witnesses 
and ballistic expert involved in the same Jessica Lall case. This new 
dimension of perjury proceedings is indeed a gift from the good soul of 
Jessica Lall to Indian legal system. 


For some time, it has been very hectic for the judiciary in India. The 
judiciary has to substitute for the near absence of the executive machinery 
which is loath to act unless instructed or guided. Actually, Government has 
been doing the opposite by stalling proceedings or negating the exposure of 
worng-doings in the first place. In the case of appointment of tainted Chief 
Vigilance Commissioner (CVC),P.J.Thomas, Government protested that 
appointment of CVC is its prerogative and Court's stand in this matter 


amounted to be an infringement of judiciary in the matter of executive 
functions. On the other hand, Government sought to write off existance of 
any scam in 2G spectrum distribution even when Government audit itself 
brought out the details of wrong doings in the distribution of 2G licenses. 
Surprisingly, the indifference of Government is not limitied to financial or 
administrative mangement. Even on matters of social program like public 
distribution, the court has to intervene. ‘We cannot have two Indias. You 
want the world to believe we are the strongest emerging economy, but 
millions of poor and hungry people are a stark contrast.”, the Supreme 
Court said. The Court also appointed a committee headed by a former SC 
judge to draw a blueprint for computerization of the Public Distribution 
System (PDS). The PDS is a key component of Government program to 
help poor and needy. 


The constitution of a committee for computerization of PDS by Supreme 
Court is a reflection on the general erosion of administrative thinking in the 
Government. It has been seen that many Governments in states like 
Jharkhand worked on the directives of High Court all the time and did little 
of its own. No doubt, judicial activism is largely dependent on individual 
outlook of the person occupying the seat of Chief Justice of India. 
Surprisingly, political class showed contempt for the participation of civil 
activists in the legislative functions of the Government, but dared not raise 
voice above murmur against judicial activism which, otherwise, brought 
about some semblance of administration in India. The underlying fact is 
that if the political system functions as it should, then there is hardly any 
need for either judicial or civil activism. However, if it does not, then 
activism is a need of society. 


Had judicial activism been not there, it would have been impossible to 
dislodge tainted P.J. Thomas from the position of Chief Vigilance 
Commissioner (CVC). Neither would have it been possible to proceed for 
criminal proceedings in 2G scam in a manner it is now being conducted. 
Incidentally, five corporate heads and functionaries have been denied bail 
today by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) special court and are 
sent for 14 days judicial custody. This conveyed a strong message that 
wrongdoings finally catch up with time. But these favor seekers and 
manipulators are not exceptions. Only distinction is that they have been 


caught through sheer bad luck and wrong timing. There are many such 
corporate houses, which have built their entire empire by managing 
Government favors. 


In the matter of black money stashed abroad by Indians, Supreme Court 
today rebuked Government. The court commented, "You say different 
agencies are looking into the issue. Till now what these agencies were 
doing? Are they sleeping?" The court also showed its anguish over the fact 
that Government is focusing only on Hasan Ali, the flamboyant 
businessman from Pune, who is accused to have 8 billion dollars of black 
money in Swiss bank accounts. The court asked “Is there no other Indian 
having Swiss account?” 


More serious allegations surfaced against father — son Bhushans duo, who 
are members of Joint Committee on Lok-Pal (Ombudsman) bill. They are 
alleged to have got land alotted in Noida and Allahabad at very low 
reserved rates from the state Government of UP. The details about the 
allegations against Bhushans and such other land allotments to other Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL) activists at fraction of market value brought out the 
sordid tale of the business of PIL in the country. It is disgusting to realize 
that even public litigations are bargained for personal gains. Political 
blackmail by smaller political outfit is common, but PIL blackmail is a new 
phenomenon. Later, a government forensic lab reported that the CD with 
Shanti Bhusan claiming that a judge can be bribed for four crore rupees 
(about 0.8 MM dollars) is not doctored. However, the same lab also said 
that it would need the original CD and the samples of voices in the 
conversation for a conclusive finding. In a yet another act of weaving a net 
of allegations, a PIL has been filed alleging corruption charges against 
Anna Hazare in the context of a trust run by him. 


The civil activists including members of the Joint Committee have an uphill 
task now. Though they appeared to put up a brave face, the moral high 
ground of activists has indeed been compromised by the revelation about 
Bhushans - notwithstanding the obvious timing of allegations aimed to 
derail campaign of civil activists against corruption. Government appeared 
all set to bounce back. Responding to Anna Hazare’s call to stop smear 
campaign by Congress members, Sonia Gandhi, Congress party President, 


said that she does not back smear campaign. Congress party, however, 
maintained that views of party members are part of democratic discourse. It 
is clear from the tone of various stake holders in the matter that if there is a 
Lok-Pal bill which is ultimately passed by the Indian Parliaments, then it 
will not be the one which has been concieved by activists as “tough law”. 
One retired jurist commented that let the realism prevail and country at least 
has a system to look upon for a check on high profile scams. Well, 
something is better than nothing. 


Rule of Ram 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 22, 2011 (Good Friday) : Rule of Ram 


There is an explicit paradox in people’s behavior with respect to their 
expectation from the people in authority. At the bottom of the matter, there 
is the expectation of a king who is selfless like Ram as depicted in 
Ramayana (a Sanskrit epic) and Ram Charit Manas (an epic in Hindi 
dialect). This strong belief of selflessness has been reinforced by the 
memory of Gandhi, father of the nation, who believed in what he preached. 
A man of modest requirement, Gandhi could connect with people of diverse 
nature towards liberation of India from British rule. 


Anna Hazare falls in the Gandhian mould — a man of modest means. The 
allegations cannot touch him. Bhushans, who appear to have benefitted 
from Public Interest Litigations (PIL) are, however, not in the mould of 
Ram or Gandhi. Allegations will, therefore, affect them. 


On the other hand, Justice Santosh N. Hegde, one of five activists appointed 
to the Joint Committee to draft Lok-Pal (Ombudsman) bill, belongs to yet 
another category. Congress General Secretary Digvijaya Singh, in an 
attempt to undermine activists notwithstanding their individual standing, 
criticized Justice Hegde. Now, Justice Hegde is a man of integrity holding 
public position of Ombudsman in Karnataka, who cannot be treated in the 
same vain as others. He is in the mould of Bharat, younger brother of Lord 
Ram who selflessly carried on the responsibility of a King without 
ascending to the throne in person. Hurt by the allegations, Justice Hegde 
threatened to withdraw from the Joint Committee formed to draft Lok-Pal 
(Ombudsman) bill at the national level. Understanding the implication, 
Digvijay Singh was quick to retract his criticism knowing that he had been 
carried away in his effort to score the point that both activists and 
politicians were on par as far as moral ground is concerned. 


The economic resurrection in India resulting from global integration has put 
stakes much bigger than the wildest imagination of any politician. Under 
this circumstance, it is but natural that there will be fierce battle to retain 


power and there will no mercy or show of slightest modesty in public 
behavior. The very sense of the fact that people have no choice, makes 
politicians even bolder to stoop as low (become Ravan) or as high (become 
Ram) as possible in the same breadth. 


In all fairness, participation of people through civil activism deserves at 
least a chance. Whatever be the end game now, one thing is clear. People 
will now think hundred times before undertaking the cause of public 
interest. The forces working to protect control of existing clique will leech 
the bones of anyone who dared to come anywhere near it. Anupam Kher 
and Santosh Hegde have had the taste of civil activism. Pritish Nandi, a 
popular media personality, advised Hegde to stay put and concentrate on the 
job in hand as eventuality of allegations is always there in public work. 


There is a popular saying in Hindi that goes like this “Chalni puchhe sup se 
tohra mein kitna chhed?”. It is difficult to convey the exact meaning, but 
here is an attempt “one sieve with many holes questions a cane basket 
having one or two holes that you have many holes?”. Translated in the 
present context, politicians with many holes cannot raise fingers at civil 
activists having fewer holes. As a matter of fact, High Court in Madhya 
Pradesh directed the Economics Offences Wing to file chargesheet against 
Digvijay Singh for flouting rules and allowing illegal construction of a Mall 
in Indore during his tenure as Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh. On the 
other hand, a media report indicated that Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) is to file second chargesheet in 2G scam. It is given to understand 
that Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Karunanidhi's daughter, Kanimozhi, and his 
wife, Dayaluammal, will be named as CBI has evidence that huge bribe was 
channeled to them. It may be recalled that five corporate entities, Ex- 
Telecom Minister, Ex — Telecom Secretary and personal secretary to 
Minister are already in judicial custody. 


The corruption riding at the back of poor governance has eaten more into 
the human aspect of development than the economic aspect of it. Curiously, 
it has not made any significant impact on the growth of business in India in 
the near term. Indian business is all set to grow despite corruption and poor 
governance. Middle class in India is also set to expand. Export has already 
grown (some 270 billion dollar last year). The monsoons (rain), also 


nicknamed as the real Finance Minister of India, is expected to be normal 
this year as per the estimates of meteorological department. Besides, one 
article in the newspaper suggested that even monsoon was losing its 
preeminence going by the data on growth in agriculture sector for last few 
years. India can now easily negotiate few dry spells in between. It is no 
surprise that in a country of so many poor, the five star hotels in metro cities 
are selling a peg of exquisite cognacs for 2,20,000 rupees i.e. about 5000 
dollar and hold your breath, there are takers for pegs. 


Realizing the danger that murkier details of individuals in power may 
eventually backfire, Pranab Mukherjee, Finance Minister and Chairman of 
the Joint Committee, said, “The government is committed to a strong Lok- 
Pal Bill.” He further added, "Controversies have been raised about some 
members of the joint drafting committee on the Lok-Pal Bill...... the 
government members on the committee are looking forward to working 
with Anna Hazare and his colleagues on the committee and to draft a strong 
and sound Lokpal bill in order to fight corruption." Looking at the events of 
the last week, this turn around on the part of Government is not entirely 
convincing though. There will be many turnarounds depending on the 
opportunities and circumstances that will be presented along the way. 


There is a strong feeling that the behavior of politicians in recent time has 
touched all time low. Seen in the background of gigantic task of building a 
nation of 1210 million people, focus of the politicians in shielding or 
protecting corruption is inexplicable. There are multitudes of problems 
looking for solution of one or other kind. For example, it is reported in the 
newspaper today that there are nearly 11 million abandoned kids; 90 percent 
being girls. But, the politicians are clueless about such gigantic task like 
this one which is just waiting for their attention. As against general 
indifference of the society and political class to the problems in hand, the 
expectation of extreme high moral ground of Ram or Gandhi is, therefore, a 
bit confusing. The moral high ground of Ram is simply unachievable for a 
mortal person. The whole drama of enactment of Ram in Indian life, 
therefore, ends up in an anticlimax. In real life, people end up with the rule 
of Ravan, a learned king, who is also the villain in the epic of Ram. 


UF OT aA 
22 SMe 2011 (YHA): WA HT MRA 


Sue APT SG aT cht SAsle F Ven Caw AIM 8. BA ARAL Ve WS RTT 
cht Hou Het S Vi MATT ST TA ART AS Ferret 4 Fafa TST "A" 
oh fcarelf et. ae fer amet oft ht eale, ve Pcarelf erat dt sant ga 
URGSUAT Hl AR For Sa &. Tet Ut SINT Hl GT A Gils He QA Tel APH 
HALAS o Seat I. KH} PRU, F ARAM S car & fafta wad a art pr 
Wh Be HR fafa sas S AR GI Arora Het A AHeT gy A. 


OTST SUR Ve Tieflaret & VR Sach} GRaxa ot Sha €. orfex € fo Hrs aig 
SS B Fel Sepa. ar ga Sr achrer GST arial BHR Vettel AT Tieftaret Ars A 
Tel Sel & SR ONT feo SATA 4 IAA TAT 8 Ses SduiH fed h FHeat 
(Stamsuet) S raat At gar 8. safery sNIaT S errae F SY ST HT ST 
Teh Fel PRT Ah. 


A SR, IRL VA. Bay Sts Ah cHleparer fees oh HTT Hl GAR Pe 
oroht Gach SPS F ortenctail st ae S WH MST S. TA CT ST Bu At 
SRF et NOT Ht SU F sch &, Sleds UH Aer axe h eafencd & Arlee €. 4 
WTI WA h Ble As We H Gd 4 Sei & fe feat Hera we so Preaes 
WA SF WAAR GATS VI. 


HUA Slot S OS Halal pl PA Hert cht Hier A, PE 
rerafad fefeote fee 4 feat eafenta Wiel aT Dlg Aer Kat By =U 
STS Hl TA steer Hl. sg Halen o clpuret =I Sts UH PSA 
cafth & foes SOR Gael cht Re PAT ASS SIRT Fel CMA GT Peay. SARI 
S Sal, araad srs 4 AY SA S A Hr stow Hert cl eTAcht aT. SA 
edt c seh cl TAs By fof Re 4 SAO SIRT GT GRA aT feta - 
MIG SA SSA oh UT feo priate sie Fast cht Afsana Sr Vep SRT 
Ulla Ge c dea 4 oF faferra safer hl AR aa Be €. 


afaa UAT BR GER Stoll sfVio GRIM cl dors S ART A TS TS 
"ata" Bye at feo At ror Al eva S AT Ges. Vet Rafa F aS 
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ar & oa als fled ael 8, Safery J Moria Vo St UNF Hrt Ga Vou 
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afe frag arg S ale al ai al aPiRe afhaar & areas S Aah GHATS A 
UMfent oe Gr HA S HA veH Alar Pera st arlev, 31g i ft Ger HT sia BF, 
Uda BT S Fy HMSs HI I HK Ve Te AM at wal & fos ada fe 
cht cisis 4 Ig Us He EET CH S Teel Sg AT ST SR UTAH. APGT Je 
START Chl OTF WR ST TAH GT At Sach Tarde UI cht rier PAT. STA 
GR Gk GANS Sts APR Aaa HT Cae WE St Boh €. Vey ciepfta AfSar 
cafe 4 Act uy seat & SR aah Ses Gl Se Les Ht ors Ht gat 
duit oF 8 ari al ord a. 


fed 4 up ctftra Hera é "sort oes Bo A GA focal be 2" ac Gat 
4 Se eld chi REM He al Be ar 8 fe pg sNtal S fer Aan arte 
Set & fee SA Tet HAHA We Sieh Fel Sot Herd &. ST ALA HT 
Ulead HRT BY, AEA Weg h slg HE 4 aifelep stare fray cpl Freer fear fe a 
feo Sey Fea Weel oh a RTA ch prelepyet ch SR Sale 4 UH Alot Ht 
sag frafor cht arqata ct eft. 


Tea dt sHaRe cl Bik chard Ht SAP Hc By ve Atfea Rare + ye 
tend fear fer bala via Rt Alseg) 2 ot alee F GET sass arheret 
Oe Teil &. TS GAS UT Vel 8 fe Sistas UNG SA let H Use Ss UT Sa 
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Ufa vet F at -aiiep fees 4 &. 


GRIF WIR Ht Us Ue HART GX BY YRTAR & seh 4 Sat ch alee EL 
afread Arde ars & Teel HT SATal Ge far &. Aut At sat Je s fo 
UR & frp] satel & fara a Ue VSTAR HT HIS HScayyr yg set Ske. 
USAR SR GR IRA & ST SIRT & TAGS, ARAL HT AT St Te VET 
&. ARF Fee HT Or fase A CE &. Mate veel St (ect aY BE 2Wo 
SRT STR GH ARTUNT Vel) IS DHT B. AAS, FS AA HT Stet fora Hatt 
AMT OTe 8, Ft Sa aN AR PT & SAM & SRR GATT eH FTCA. 
Ah SATA, SIAR 4 BY UH cha 4 Ye Ht Gera fe sot pe ast & wea 
SHS GTS GFA ST 8 fe AHS hl ASA Sts Geet G HF Vl AS. AA 
I ARM F sta & HS Cell & BVI cl Hot Pec &. TEs Hg sae cl sat 
Tel & feo Sc IST Gh UH S21 4, HEE h Hg Ore (AAT elect HH fesecht 
oT Um OT ant SI kes Sul FH Ie ve & - galley sich Gay ct Bel His 
Ub GR WR HAS BOI F safeh Td SAR oh SFM ST GA HT ART SAM SAT 
VEC &. SA Ge HI MTT BY, Fach Ua  sresar fora Hat Hora HTH 4 
Val frat feo Gear Up Fats ce Uret fadaH-an & fery wag &. Gel 
aT Hel, "... $F aT Hah UPA & HS Paral & GAR HAL fear| gar &..... 
Sa Te Hl US BIS HR, GLH & Ah F AMS GAT SST SR BR Sad 
Teal Ber AETaR ch Meith Vw Horst crepuret feeae cpr HTT TAR 
eT ct fry acuR 8." set std cl UCAS Gl SC BY, GRR HI SIM F 
UM Se Te Glegetur dae Wt axe S ARG ret sel Saal. SH Tet feat 
ae fifaa 8 fo serant sik oR aa & HesoR wfaer A sie of HE 

Te VAT VENT 8 feb eter & feat 4 Aarail oor don aE Hrecht 
frail ART RET 8. Uh ART S TATaT aT oh SH Sar oh ore ator st ferent 
USyA 4, MoMA GT ASTANA ot Tare & fery Sa CAT GAS H URS. AT 
ch VATA Ua A FARA TAT fe ART A PMT 11 ARE Sal PT GRA he 
fos 90 witaret orsfehar &. ctfths BAe UoMalai ht $a Se Sl AH cep AT 


Taal & ofa sana sk worl wi & serine o uRdea 4, sant ws 
Tr Tet & sa afte Foal ht sac ast a Het Tew &. WA Sa af 
CAR Hl WIT HAT MAS UH TARO Ales H TS H Tex &. VST SHTaT S AM 
"TF Ola" Hl agg ORAS A Saey HT TS WI Ae SIAN H Up 
fertenars 8. arecafae softest 4, TT Gr WARTS HT GUAT SIR Wao - vp 
SSAA WoT Gt UA & Ferrey F worse Hh es - & sa F Tether SY Gee. 


Modern avatar (God’s incarnation) 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 23, 2011 (Saturday) : Modern avatar (God’s incarnation) 


The social network, emerging as the modern avatar (God’s incarnation), is 
credited to have demolished dictators, kings, and despots like pack of cards. 
It shows a remarkable clawing back capability to hit back and destroy the 
most formidable when things may appear to be returning to normalcy. 
Beauty is that it is still underestimated and even underrated by the existing 
establishments. Its power, first recognized during the collapse of regimes in 
Tunisia and Egypt in Arab world, is now in the process of undermining the 
most repressive regime of the world in Ashad’s Syria. 


Social network comprises of many important components such as 
Facebook, Twitter, Youtube, E-mail, Comment, Blog, SMS and MMS etc. 
These components work in unison with extraordinary capacity to expand 
individual existence into a chasm of humanity. The moot question now is 
whether this avatar (God’s incarnation) is good enough to take the challenge 
from the mechanization of political establishments in India? Going by the 
Arab world experieice, there is a very strong possibility that it may 
eventually unleash enough fire power to overcome the forces always 
working to weaken social and administrative fabric of the country. The 
abruptness of change affected by social network in Arab world underlines 
the fact that it revels in the ignorance of its enemy. Simply put, the 
conventional wisdom of politics does not understand this phenomenon at 
all. Social network, however, is now pitted against a new kind of enemy 
here having far greater complexities than that exists in Arab world. If social 
network can win India, then it can win China as well. 


The strength of awakening against corruption has its root in social network. 
Just type “Anna Hazare”, “Anupam kher”, “Kiran Bedi”, “Sawmi 
Agnivesh”, “Ramdev Baba”, “Corruption in India”, “Lok-Pal” and such 
other phrases on the internet and one is transported in a different world 
where one can really feel the powerful undercurrent concealed within the 
external calm. The state is servant and the idea is king here. The state 
cannot wield on social networks like press or electronic media as it is not 


possible to divide idea or vision. It simply refuses to be tamed and work for 
any particular master. The state is powerless here. Social network has no 
sex, caste, religion or preference. 


Anybody with certain computer related ability gels very well here. Sample 
here the power of social networking in following two posts from thousands, 
which may be appearing as frequently as every 10 or 20 minutes : 


“You are invited to the Weekly Volunteer Meet in Delhi today. Venue: Arya 
Public School, Behind MP Emporium, Baba Khadag Singh Marg, 
Connaught Place, New Delhi. Time: 4 pm. Contact person: Ram Kumar 
Jha, Cell number: XXXXXXXXXX (numbers deliberately concealed). Also 
Join the solidarity march at India Gate after the meeting.” 


“Tf you haven't already, please go to the above link and sign. If you did, 
please pass it on to every Indian that you know. We need to keep up the 
momentum behind this movement.” 


Notwithstanding the powerful ally in social networking, the power of the 
establishment cannot be underestimated by activists. On top of smear 
campaign unleashed in the last week, there are equally dangerous 
possibilities that may undermine people’s awakening. Just think about some 
of the possibilities which are just making their presence registered as the 
movement against corruption spreads out on social network. 


1. An Indian Police Officer yesterday filed an affidavit in Supreme Court 
that Narendra Modi, Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) Chief Minister of Gujarat, 
had directed Gujarat police not to prevent rioters during infamous 2002 
Gujarat riots. The sudden noises being made about Gujarat riots and war of 
words between Congress and Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) on the issue have 
many unknown possibilities of ultimately overshadowing the effort of civil 
activists. 


2. Mayawati, Bahujan Samaj Party leader and Chief Minister of UP, 
demanded that there should be one representative of scheduled caste in the 
Joint Committee. Reacting to the demand, Justice Santosh N. Hegde, 
Ombudsman of Karnataka and member of Joint Committee, said that such 
representation of caste at drafting stage is not required. Digvijay Singh, 


Congress General Secretary, endorsed Mayawati’s demand. Arvind 
Kejriwal, RTI activist and also the member of Joint Committee, said that 
Government may consider one scheduled caste minister to be on the Joint 
Committee. Despite the genuine concern of scheduled castes and tribes in 
the matter of corruption, the division through caste or such other basis like 
language or regional sentiment may eventually alienate large groups from 
the participation in the movement against corruption. 


3. The civil activists, being close to social or religious activists, may be 
shown to have leaning towards Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) and thus giving a 
religious or political color to the whole movement of civil activism. 
Congress leader, Digvijay Singh, had actually criticized that Justice Hegde, 
member of Joint Committee from activist side, had failed in checking 
corruption as the Lok-Pal (Ombudsman) in Karnataka and had not taken 
action against non-secular BJP government in Karnataka. 


4. There may be a fall out among activists on the issue of its leadership or 
the direction of movement. Leading civil activists like RTI activist Arvind 
Kejriwal, Retired Police officer Kiran Bedi, Swami Agnivesh, Yoga Guru 
Ram Deb Baba or other important activists may ultimately have differences 
among themselves in the long run. After all they are inexperienced lot as far 
as political maneuvering is concerned. Both Congress and Bhartiya Janta 
Party (BJP), two mainstream parties, are scrutinizing the details of 
movement to secure political mileage or manage damage. Therefore, such 
possibility of fall out cannot be dismissed. 


As a matter of fact, there are numerous such possibilities that may be tried 
by the political establishments to ensure that there is continuance of power 
structure as it exists today. Will social networking overcome these divisive 
forces for the civil activists? Only time will answer this question. 


Making money short 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 27, 2011 (Wednesday) : Making money short 


Raghu Mahto, an illiterate tribal, was persuaded by a facilitator to avail an 
interest free loan of seven thousand rupees from public sector bank under a 
certain Government scheme. However, he did not have confidence in 
himself as to whether he would be able to return the loan? Thinking 
cautiously, he had put the money in a tin box and kept the same buried 
under the earthen floor of his house in order to return it when due. 


After completion of three years, the Bank collector along with few villagers 
came for the repayment of the loan amount. Raghu Mahto dug out the tin 
box in their presence and returned the total money to the collector. On 
counting the notes, the collector said that it was only five thousand rupees. 
When questioned about the remaining two thousand rupees, Raghu Mahto 
said, “This is what he has received.” Clearly, two thousand rupees was 
swindled by the facilitator in collusion with the Bank at the time of loan 
disbursement itself as Raghu Mahto, who had never seen this kind of 
money before, was simply incapable to count the heap of money handed 
over to him. The net effect was that the money was made short for the very 
purpose of the interest free loan to the poor like Raghu Mahto. 


This story tells us one of the various facets of corruption prevailing at the 
grass-root level of administrative functioning. Government also recognizes 
that only a fraction of earmarked money reaches the beneficiary or needy. 
By one estimate, this figure is only 16 rupees per 100 rupees spent. A large 
part is spent in meeting the expenses of administrative infrastructure while 
remaining of it is shared between the facilitator and recipient. 


Clearly, the corruption is a way of life permeating all cross-section of the 
society and is not limited to politicians and businessmen. As a matter of 
fact, corruption, tax evasion, manipulation etc are generally seen as a 
natural extension of human behavior. A very peculiar aspect of this 
syndrome is that people see the ultimate material achievement without 
caring for the means. The politicians and businessmen get the most of 


criticism for corruption; only because they are the biggest players. Small 
time operations are turned into very successful business enterprise using 
means which are not legitimate. Unfortunate part is that these 
establishments are subsequently regarded as part of a successful business 
vision. 


On a contrarian note, it is a big day for the actions against corruption. 
Organizing Committee Chairman of Commonwealth Games, Suresh 
Kalmadi, was arrested and sent for judicial custody. He is accused to have 
allegedly awarded illegal contracts to a Swiss firm for Timing, Scoring and 
Result (TSR) system for the Games causing a loss of nearly 95 crore rupees 
(about 20 million dollars) to the Government. The arrest of Suresh Kalmadi 
is ominous for other important functionaries of the Government as well who 
are said to be involved in similar misappropriation. 


Whatever be the final outcome of the investigations, the arrests of corporate 
leaders, politicians and middleman have been path breaking in the history 
of Indian democracy. Clearly, the development involving arrests of 
powerful people is seen as an eye opener for other power brokers. 


Julian Assange, founder of WikiLeaks, is in New Delhi. He confirmed that 
there are Indian names in the list being published by WikiLeaks. On a TV 
channel yesterday, he said, “There are more Indian deposits in offshore 
banks than any other nationality.” It appears as if the saga of corruption is 
going to be played for an extended period of time. Without a doubt, 
however, this is a worrisome development as Government has failed to 
track the trails of big black money so far. The money involved is reported to 
be as big as 500 billion dollars. 


While appreciating Germany for its effort to unearth black money, Julian 
Assange commented, "The Indian government needs to be more aggressive 
in tracking the black money stashed in foreign banks since Indians 
depositing money in foreign banks is debasing the rupee." Economic 
commentators while endorsing his view also pointed out that the net effect 
of stashing black money in foreign banks was like making money short for 
the nation. 


Reliving history 
This is a chronicle of developing story of India woven around daily events 
involving politics, corruption and cricket. 


April 29, 2011 (Friday) : Reliving history 


Made for Television, the Royal marriage of Prince William and Kate 
Middleton has been watched by the world with various shades of feeling. 
The marriage was a mix of everything — grandeur, austerity, tradition and 
modernity juxtaposing each other, finally culminating in two real-time 
kisses on the balcony which could well be the dream of young hearts the 
world over. 


It is a sheer joy in reliving history (albeit referring to the costumes and 
details) that motivates millions to watch the progress of events as if they 
were being relayed from the real past. A real time replay from the past, 
however, is on display in India. In fact, the current phase of Indian society 
replicates the prevailing conditions of America in late 19th Century known 
as “Gilded age”. The period of seventies and eighties of 19th century in 
American history draws this nomenclature from the book “The Gilded age : 
A tale of today” by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner. A satire on the 
socio-political conditions prevailing in America, the name suggested a 
condition of inferiority with respect to “Golden age”. For "Gilding" being 
the process of gold-foil wrapping or gold- painting on solid surface, the 
“gilded object” is obviously considered inferior to pure gold. 


The gilded period in American history was characterized by very high 
growth (in excess of 200 percent), but the period was also infamous for 
super-rich people known as “robber barons”, who had cheated the people in 
multiple ways. The situation in India is quite akin to this period where there 
is extraordinary growth but there are also "robber barons" making mullahs 
(money) out of corrupt practices. This period incidentally was followed by 
the “Progressive period” i.e. till the early period of 20th century in 
American history. 


Reliving history apart, however, there is no guarantee that future 
development in India will follow the same time scale of periodic 
classification as that existed in American history. The set of parameters 


prevailing in two circumstances are entirely different. A repeat of 
“Progressive period” here in India faces enormous challenges arising 
essentially from the magnitude of development (1210 million .vs. few 
millions) and energy (resource) requirement to sustain progress. Common 
sense suggests that the sheer requirement of development of a very high 
order will either force the system to improve or otherwise the system itself 
will fail, ultimately creating unmatched horrors of humanity. 


Clearly, the rationale of religious, caste and regional divide has either to be 
engulfed by the process of human development or the system itself is 
engulfed in the existing divide. The prominence of politics of caste, 
linguistic, cultural and regional boundaries has no place in modern context. 
It has to ultimately give way for progressive democratic ethos like “human 
progress” and “national unity”. What will one do with the plunder (10 or 50 
billion dollars or whatever it be) if the system itself fails and there is no 
security? 


There is a hope of transition for betterment in certain quarters on Indian 
political arena. The “progress” has indeed been a selling point to the masses 
in the recent elections in states like Bihar, Gujarat and Orissa. The most 
important factor contributing to this new trend is the increasing size of 
middle class and its relevance to the electoral process. The political parties 
earlier solely relying on the electoral politics of poor cannot ignore the 
swelling middle class and its attached demand for systemic improvement. 
Yet another dimension of these successes, particularly in poor states like 
Bihar and Orissa, is that poor themselves are actively switching to 
progressive ideas resulting from the spread of literacy and communication. 


The current frustration of people with political management is the result of 
this phenomenon of changing expectations. One of the Indian readers after 
reading module “Rule of Ram” displayed his anguish like this : 


“Indian society is in a pathetic condition. From what I have heard from our 
elders, I am of the view that quality of governance under British rule was 
better on many counts. Today's loot by politicians and bureaucrats etc is far 
more in magnitude than the plunder by the British. It is being done with 
impunity as if this was the sole objective of getting India freed from the 
British.” 


Fear of violence 
May 07, 2011 (Saturday) : Fear of violence 


The world sulked in the aftermath of Osama bin Laden’s death. There is 
confusion as to what one should get from it. The ideology of killing is too 
primitive for a modern man to exult in it or get inspiration from it. So the 
“euphoria of victory” or the “anger of defeat” quickly gives way to the 
business of living in most part of the world. However, the appendage of the 
“reality of killings” in Today’s world is unmistakably a curse on humanity 
that keeps its shadow just nearby. When mass killings are unabated in 
deprivation, poverty and natural disaster, gruesome physicality of killings 
by human is meaningless. 


“Tdea of killings” is deep rooted and well entrenched. Ajmal Kasab, who 
had killed people randomly on the street in Mumbai about two and half 
years back (26/11), is in Arthur’s Jail of Mumbai. When he heard about the 
death of Bin Laden from the guards, he reportedly said, "Jihad me uski jaan 
gayi" (Osama died during jihad). He is certainly not the only human of this 
belief. 


The world, as one can recall, has always faced ideological divide. This has 
been a ongoing phenomenon with one ideology substituting another while 
new ideology is taking shape. “Idea of killings”, therefore, has its nemesis, 
if there is one, in another idea only. Egypt is at the epicenter of this possible 
course. "Bin Laden died in Egypt before he was killed in Pakistan," said 
Abdulkhaleg Abdullah, a professor of political science at Emirates 
University. No doubt, this observation is just too premature. The 
progression of events in Egypt and Syria and its fall out vis-a-vis Israel will 
determine a great deal about the meaning of Bin Laden’s death on a longer 
horizon. 


The world even without Osama is as violent a place as before. The 
Government in Syria kills hundreds unarmed demonstrators in cold blood 
just merely because they are asking to change their political landscape. It 
goes beyond the comprehension about the mindset of rulers, who can 
butcher human lives in 21st Century and be part of it. A media clip showing 
one Army Tank shooting at an unidentified moving car on the road 


highlighted the randomness of violence gripping this country. The fear 
emanating from such random killings or mass arrests is worst as it takes 
away the very essence of free and floating human existence. "Men fear 
death as children fear to go in the dark.", said Francis Bacon, an English 
author and philosopher. 


These are no doubt the visible face of international violence as perpetrated 
by human beings. The violence, however, has many similar, but not so 
visible offshoots which are generally confined to specific country. The fear 
of violence associated with slavery, hunger, ignorance, discrimination and 
rape etc. fall in this category and usually go unacknowledged to the 
international community as its effect is confined to the country of origin. 
For example, the fear of violence has unimaginable dimension in certain 
parts of India, resulting from ageless neglect and despair (economic 
mismanagement). The tribal in Chhatisgarh, infested with so called militant 
communist group, are afraid of violence at the hands of security personnel 
for being suspected of harboring naxals. In turn, security personnel are 
afraid of naxals, who can stealthy come in their barrack in the night killing 
dozens. 


But, there is a fundamental difference between two sets of violence. The 
domestic class of violence is subject of social management and governance 
in general. They are generally not product of an ideology and easy to 
overcome if society has a will to address underlying reasons. International 
violence, on other hand, by its very genesis is a difficult proposition. It is an 
unwanted appendage for countries already loaded with the task of handling 
domestic violence and development. 


Whatever be the source of violence, the human development is the ultimate 
victim. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, President of USA (1933-1945), would 
have never imagined that his saying in thirties of the previous century 
would so appropriately describe the world today when he said, "The only 
thing we have to fear is fear itself - nameless, unreasoning, unjustified, 
terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance." 
Japan, for example, knows this greatest fear of natural violence better than 
any other country in the world. The silver lining, however, is its spirit, 
which gives us the hope that there is indeed light ahead of the darkness. 


Mothers of Millionaires 
May 08, 2011 (Sunday) : Mothers of Millionaires 


Celebrating mother's day, the narration of a well known scene from the 
blockbuster Hindi film “Deevar” here is a tribute to all mothers in the 
world. The scene brings out the emotional quotient of a mother’s position in 
Indian society almost in a flawless dramatic abstraction probably ever 
recorded on a visual medium. 


Legendary actor Amitabh Bachhan (playing gangster, bad guy) and co-actor 
Shashi Kapoor (playing police Inspector, good guy) play brothers in the 
film. The mother of two sons lives with the younger good guy (SK). The 
screenplay goes like this: AB : I have a big car, a big house, servants and 
money. What you have? Salary of the government? In response, SK gives a 
pause and delivers the punch line capturing the emotion attached to the 
identity of a mother in the society: “Mere pas maa hai (I have my mother.)” 


The notion of motherhood is not limited to biological mother in India. The 
concept is extended to such entities like cow and land, which play the role 
of a mother in one's life. Viewed as life support for one's existence in 
villages, they are given emotional identity of "maa" (mother). They are 
treated with the same reverence as that given to own's mother. Though a lot 
has changed in last two decades causing large scale migration to cities and 
towns, India still is considered an agrarian society. The metaphor of mother, 
therefore, is not out of context even today despite dependence on 
agriculture gradually lessening over the years. In general, people contest the 
very idea of parting with their land unless it is the requirement of marriage 
of their daughters or such other unavoidable family requirement. It is not 
surprising that certain castes (groups of people) across the country are 
famous for consolidating their land possession generation after generation. 


The extraordinary growth in population and expansion of business activities 
has now placed land as the most valuable asset class in India. This 
transformation is more visible in the adjoining areas of expanding cities. 
The value of land in Delhi and Mumbai has increased as high as 100 times 
in a span of 10 years. This has brought about millions of people who have 
become millionaire doing nothing. No amount of business acumen can 


match the return of this passive form of wealth creation resulting from the 
wisdom of having a piece of land. Smart ones have rather made billions 
buying lands in bulk from the farmers almost free while making it big 
selling at astronomically high price. Many of these operators are Fortune’s 
Billionaires now. Along the way, state governments also have acquired 
lands from time to time for housing or other infrastructure projects. 


Owing to skyrocketing valuation, acquisition of land and its subsequent 
disposal by various state governments has become the bone of contention. 
Lately, a deal in land is viewed as the dominant form of large scale 
manipulation by officials and politicians in the country. State Governments 
keep exapanding townships providing houses to the public and at the same 
time generating windfall revenues. It is, as a matter of fact, perfect 
arrangement - a win win situation for all stake holders. Over the period of 
time, however, a number of land sharks have colluded with political figures 
to gamer huge profit, depriving general public of their rightful partnership 
in such projects. Wary of the mismanagement and unabated corruption in 
the sector, Sonia Gandhi, Chairperson of ruling alliance, once advised Chief 
Ministers of various states to surrender their discretionary powers in the 
matter of land or flat. It is no surprise then that many of Chief Ministers 
have been criticized and even indicted for unlawful favor to their cronies 
and family members in allotting lands or flats. Ashok Chavan, otherwise a 
popular Congress Chief Minister of Maharashtra, was shown the door for 
helping construction of a building in the prime land originally belonging to 
defense establishment. 


There is a twist in the story now. Farmers, being the biggest looser though 
lawful beneficiary of land, have understood the game. They are seeking to 
get their rightful share in the bonanza. There is a bloody war going on 
against acquisition attempts by state governments. Protests have spread 
along the Taj Express carridor between Delhi and Agra planned by 
Mayawati Government. However, there is another side of story as well. If 
Government does not acquire land and invest in creating infrastructure, then 
the windfall appreciation is also not there. Clearly, two sides have to 
understand the process of wealth creation as none of the sides alone can 
achieve the magic of 10000 percent appreciation in such a short period. 


In the aftermath of Fukushima nuclear disaster, similar violence broke out 
in the adjoining area of Thane near Mumbai where Government sought to 
put up a nuclear plant with the promise of fail-safe reactors. Do not be 
mistaken though. The fight, here, is to protect land against compulsory 
acquisition by the Government for the nuclear plant and not as much for the 
opposition to the dangers of a nuclear plant as made out during the 
agitation. 


Give me blood 
12th May, 2011 (Thursday) : Give me blood 


Men and women have to die to make democracy work. People worldwide, 
who enjoy the fruits of democracy, know the sacrifices of their forefathers 
who fought to make this world livable for the generations that followed. 
India fought for freedom but not for democracy. It is now asked to give 
blood as it had democracy on a platter when Colonial rulers departed. Some 
will bleed so that others enjoy the fruits of democracy. 


Four people, including police, died in the fight for land as UP Government 
tried to force acquisition of land in Noida near Delhi. No authority in a 
democracy is empowered to take a farmer’s land forcibly for malls, 
restaurants or infrastructure projects without appropriate compensation. But 
it is clear that people have to make sacrifices for their rights. Subhash 
Chandra Bose, popularly known as Netaji and a contemporary of Gandhi, 
had given a famous slogan motivating people against foreign rule, “Give 
me blood. I will give you freedom.” In Noida, both slogans and leaders are 
absent. Instead, there are vote seekers and chants. 


Bhartiya Janta Party leaders were denied entry into the affected village area. 
Rahul Gandhi, Congress party General Secretary, sneaked into the village 
on a motorcycle pillion giving heavy police cordon a smart dodge. Looking 
at the atrocities perpetrated by UP Government, he said, “I am ashamed of 
being an Indian.” He was arrested, then released and escorted out of Noida. 
Mayawati, leader of Bahujan Samaj Party and Chief Minister of UP, termed 
political activities of various political entities as mere drama, asserting that 
the farmer’s demand was unreasonable. 


Curiously, Amar Singh, Member of Parliament, reached the spot on a cycle. 
He sported camera in spite of the fact that he was at the recieving end of a 
Supreme Court verdict that lifted the hold on taped conversations involving 
him. The conversations as available on internet was piteous moral holocaust 
of establishment in India, which shall probably be known as 11/5. It bared 
everything about politicians, judges, media and businessmen. Such is the 
cast of bottomless degradation that two legs will not be suffcieint to carry 
the civility of a society as expected in twenty first centurey. 


Giving a heavy blow to the murkier land deals, Allahabad High Court in a 
bizarre coincidence of events, de-notified certain very high value private 
housing projects in Noida saying that land acquisition for these projects was 
not legal. Thousands of the house aspirants across country now face an 
economic uncertainty that may give them sleepless nights till their 
investments finally fructify as their dream houses. 


Mayawati is a shrewd politician who has survived many more grave battles 
in the past. She was not going to be cowed by these sudden onslaughts. 
Realizing that Congress is desperate to make in-roads in UP, she countered 
that political parties were playing with law and order situation with an eye 
on forthcoming assembly elections scheduled next year. Stakes are big as 
UP is the largest state with some 170 million people and has the tradition of 
influencing ruling formation at the center to a very great extent. She said, 
“Nobody listens to Rahul Gandhi in his own party. If he is serious about 
helping farmers then he should get the pending land acquisition bill passed 
in the Parliament.” She further took a jibe, saying he should be in the 
Parliament making his coalition Government steer the bill; rather than being 
on the roads causing law and order problem. 


High voltage verbal war is on. In the totality of things, however, it appears 
that farmers will finally get what is rightfully theirs. P. Chidambaram, 
Union Home Minister, announced that Government will pass the bill in the 
forthcoming Parliament session which changes the age old law for 
compensation closer to market value. It could have been done much earlier. 
In the tradition of working of the Government, it is alright. The bloody 
drama, however, underlines the dictum in no uncertain terms that people 
have to give blood anyway, if they want their democratic rights. 


Oya aa 
12 Fg, 2011 (PAR): FAAS GAA 


Tel AA A elec Hl CATT & fete Halrar sat etc &. sar & fata Sart 
FOS AM ceca GI AMS SAT Xe & Gre Uc & fe Gach Yui 4 FET AR 
afetart feu Xf arf a areft difeat Sas srest force of Ach. Teta ae 
cht are 8 feo arect A stromal & fey al sis aS, ctf Cenc & fery AT. 
Ole Heda TT shat F AP & wT F fFot on, safety sta HS Sat Sr 
INT 8 fee Gal Aas A tenets Sl CATTAT BT Ach, ara am 8 fh pe ai a 


OT FUR Wea GRO 4 at & Pape AST & Yep Ale 4 gotyses SH 
sfeent aed aifsier cht ct fate 4 wae Aaarel  aret osig 4 Yfors afer 
Hol UR AT AR WY. Uap Silene 4 feet cht ae aftr sel 8 fer fear shea 
Fanaa feu ep fea ht OA Act, SECT ST SA ORAM & fery aR 
Sa ct. ces SH AAT S Bs Caw Vt TAT feo aT Hl sas siferepni & fery 
Star Ca & SFr. Tet oh & Gare, BATS Ta shy, fas oT IR A 
Taratt gerd &, 7 faeeht ma & fer art al ARa wet & fey vp alah 
ART FCAT AM, "GA Ast GH al, F GS Soret GT." Tel ANVST 4, SAT Ae BHR 
aps & Ac Aa 2. Tel ae aT ae APM are] Ht ts sik a |G Sha 


RA Wa Wel & Farsi opt fear S wanda ara H UfoNs 4 EA Aral fea. 
Tel GES oel & Ferahea, weet welt vp Alex Urstcet cht feet Ac a 
TAR Het By SiR ART Oferst & Ue cpl THAT oct BY Gee - MAR TTF YH BA. 
SUR US GRP ERI feel TY SAAR Hl IT BY, SSI HET, "FSH Vp 
FRAT Bt OR ST SAT STS." Scie: fel Ves PRGA HX ANGST S TER ot TS. 
wah Tas H, TES SATS Ure Ht FRA BIR SAR weg cht yea, Araractt 
4 TATA Aaa & tortifae aifaterat a faeter al Ara Yep Ae RIe fea. 
SEM SF He Ae A GR Ca al feb feoat at ait staf &. 


Fut hl id Ue & fe SAN Se, CS Ga, Uh Uigchet WR Ga SIAR Alcs Ue 
ued. Co Ae ht Gras 4 EM ale & arr cu ae a ee scl fey aM & se 
df age Bechet 4 A. Sah Ta GS GVA Chel HA ot SAT fear. Nl ep cut 
cht Sct & Tl SCeIC WR Sucre CUT cht src Hl PAHS Tes OFT AMT ART A 
fdas Woe ST TAT BF NS SAA: 11/5 TF GMT STMT. MoMA, 
Ureretent, Arana SAR ASAT ch AMT Ht ctr gs Sad & Ga F 
Qa OPT AM ase Stet ch aT US ls GY GATS HT ARK Al SST Pend. 


su sta ve fafea Gant & ded, Seresle Va =a A ANTST Fy frat sears 
GRATIS & fe SRG & SRT Hr Tat ay srfesrent at St WR GT He 
fea. ARH at SH & Siet F el Ve alerell & few Ge vH Nt Hear ze, aet 
Ue HI Ts Fula ear aX h Sal Fragrant & fev vp safer siffaaan ar 
thy &. Gaal sae Ale asda Ae ses TsaH Ht GA GUAT HT ER Vee Fal 
fet OTA. 


ATES Uh TR MOMHAst & SR Geel Ht He TA SISA ST STAT fea zB. 
dS SA WING & UorMfag sat F Gat Tie Fel off. Sa set VSS H 
Ue fo HAS SAR Wes F STAT LAA SAM & fore TMA SAT B, Ges 
Uetea fora fe mstfaa cet Hl AG Tedd F Bret Uet BH Aref fAersagay 
TATd URS SHR SASH F AAT HT ASHT HX STAT Gey SAT HR Ye &. STR 
Wel TAT 17 SRS AM H Ae S31 HI PAS FST WsT B BIR HAI Be AH ha 
A PARIS TSA HT MUTA PRAT VET &. GTPER AR WR ald WR IEA HPS CM z. 
ART VER oR By, AAA A eT, "get Ae Hr art pl Sah ark H at alg 
Tel UAC. Te SER RATT Ht GATT Aas He Tea 8 al de cif WA 
afeaenr fret pl dae 4 oRe Hed." Gers fhe Fog far feo Asal a 
STS OA i aCe cht SARA Veal Het & TSA, VE Welt Hl ae 4 ve 
OR Todt GO 4 faet hs aR at Hifeter Het arte, 


uféat & she Hien Yes GIT Ue &. ORT Recht Dr eat By CT TET & feb 
frat opt sida: Sten eh Frat et ore, hela Je Fat, Uy. faeaea 4 BST 
OR BU Hel feo Sahl COR shot HHS Ba 4 GAA & Asta & fery av 


Oe ol UT Geet, SRA SAT HT STIR For ch als Astraul cht eAaeew 
art, Pact wy G, Fs HH Fea Geet At far GT Peay AT. ARR oh HH Hey 
BT ORORT HY eI BY, fal Hr AMIS SAS ANS che ott aVy. FAlfes at 
sls ht Vals SA Blh al fhe F veaileoct Hectl 8 feo se AMT Hl alain 
fear aifey, Gl SS STAT Ga CAT Et SPT, 


